RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

January 13, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs,  Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ervin-Ponec, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, David Merritt, Josiah Vencel and Chuck Waide

MINUTES – MOTION by Kathy Ervin-Ponec to accept the November 2008 minutes as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ervin-Ponec to accept the December Special Meeting Minutes as read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt, delegate, reported that Bill de la Garza, Past President of CRCEA, has been appointed as Chairman of the Los Angeles County Board of Retirement.  After a short discussion it was decided that we would not appoint a person to be on the Legislative Committee for CRCEA at this time.  All Legislative correspondence will continue to be sent to Dave and he will forward it to the President and alternate delegate.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of November there were 29 volunteers who worked 87 hours and assisted 1,016 visitors and for the month of December there were 30 volunteers who worked 91 hours and assisted 916 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through December 2008 the volunteers assisted 268,554 visitors.
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that we will have Georgianna Armstrong, Emergency Services Manager with the Kern County Fire Department as our speaker today.  She will be speaking on Emergency Preparedness. 
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the TREND was out before the first of the month.  Mary Lou suggested that Dave Merritt could perhaps write an article on CRCEA for the next TREND which he happily agreed to do.
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel had no report today.
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November and December 2008. MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Treasurer’s Report for November, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the Treasurer’s Report for December, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Claims Report for November, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ervin-Ponec to approve the Claims Report for December, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  A discussion was held on whether it is worth our time and money to send the January/February TREND out to all retirees.  Mary Lou stated she will watch closely the list of new members to see if any are the result of retirees receiving the TREND only in January.  Mary Lou reported that Chuck Henriksen will be doing our taxes again this year as he has for the last two years.  Dave Merritt and Phil Franey were appointed to do our Audit.
COMMUNICATIONS - In the mail at the Post Office Box, in December we received 1 notice of CD Maturity from Kern Federal Credit Union, 1 Thank You card from Hall Letter Shop, 2 checks for $1.00 each from Auditor/Controller, 1 name to be deleted from the mailing of the TREND, 6 County Newsletters, 1 Letter from Orange County retirees requesting money to help them in their law suit, 1 Thank You for a Sympathy card, 1 Bakersfield Rescue Mission Letter, 1 Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 Christmas card from Kern Federal Credit Union and 1 Heifer International Catalog.  For the month of January we received 7 County Newsletters, 1 Letter of the Law – Superior Court Newsletter, 1 Hewlett Packard Advertisement, 2 Kern Federal Credit Union Statements, 1 Fortress Statement, 2 checks from the Auditor/Controller, 2 letters from USPS – mailing of the TREND and 1 Permit Renewal, a Thank You card from Hall Letter Shop, 1 receipt for the Permit Renewal and 1 receipt from Fortress.  President Jeanne Berkshire received a Christmas card from Kern Federal Credit Union and a Thank You card from Opal Hargis at her home address.  Mary Lou Bennett reported she received a communication from Liberty Mutual stating they would not be advertising in the TREND this year.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) Secretary Ginger Mello stated she will be working on contacting the next union who will be hosting a February meeting.

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs reported the Web is up to date.  

TABLE SET UP/TEAR DOWN – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the Interact Club from North High School, with Counselor Ann Reynolds, were to set up and tear down the tables.  For the set up there were 9 girls who took about 20 minutes to complete the job.  A discussion was held regarding giving an amount of money to the club for their work.  Norman Briggs suggested $100 a month with several Board members voicing opposition stating they felt that was a little too much.  President Jeanne Berkshire asked Secretary Ginger Mello to discuss with Ann Reynolds what exactly we could do to help the Club.

PAC UPDATE – Brenda Preston invited Chuck Waide, SEIU, to attend our meeting to speak about a PAC.  Chuck gave some background and information on requirements for having a PAC.  The information was very enlightening.  Chuck Waide invited REOKC to take part in candidate interviews when SEIU conducts them.
Norman Briggs asked why the subject of scholarships was not on the agenda.  Norman was told that it got tabled because of negative feedback from some members.  President Jeanne Berkshire asked Kathy Ervin-Ponec and Opal Hargis to reestablish the committee with the addition of Ginger Carpenter.  The committee will give a report at our next meeting.  

Secretary Ginger Mello reported that our Directories for 2009 have several mistakes.  The first mistake is the date of 2008 when it should be 2009.  Three members of the board either have an e-mail address error or a telephone number error.  Ginger contacted Hall Letter Shop this morning and received a quote of printing a new cover and 1st page with  the corrections.  The quote was for 400 copies of the two pages at $247.00.  MOTION by Phil Franey to make the corrections, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED with one vote of NO.  

President Jeanne Berkshire reminded Norman Briggs to look for the Scholarship information and send it on to Tony Rizos for distribution.  She also told everybody to think about the PAC so we can get started on it.  Phil Franey requested PAC committee be an agenda item next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
CATERED LUNCHES – NEW CONTRACT????? – President Jeanne Berkshire announced the prices of the lunches will remain the same and she will speak with Rick Mossman to determine if he wants a contract signed.

MOTION by Norman Briggs to adjourn the meeting at 11:28 a.m., seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary 

