RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

April 14, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, David Merritt, Jack Roth, Josiah Vencel and Josh Wall

MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the March 2009 minutes as read, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
At our March meeting Past President Norman Briggs approached the subject of needing to bond our members who have access to the bank accounts since the accounts are as large as they are.  Secretary Ginger Mello invited Jack Roth, Walter Mortensen Insurance to discuss bonding of the board members.  Jack Roth brought his associate Josh Wall with him and introduced him to the Board.  Jack compared our policy with Walter Mortensen and the policy CRCEA provides us as to coverage.  Mr. Roth stated that the CRCEA policy is not very much insurance for all exposures that could happen in the 20 different counties.  It was decided to have Jack Roth put some information and figures together and contact Ginger Mello with that information which she will bring to the next meeting.  Phil Franey suggested David Merritt or Ginger Mello look into the amount of insurance the CRCEA policy actually covers.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – The next conference will be held in Ventura on April 20 – 22, 2009.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM - Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of March there were 36 volunteers who worked 110 hours and assisted 1,207 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through March 2009 the volunteers have assisted 271,355 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith stated she had scheduled Mac Anderson, retired Assistant Bakersfield Police Chief, who had to cancel due to health issues.  In looking for a speaker, Earlene contacted Walter Stewart who suggested having someone speak on numismatics (coin collecting) with Walter as the speaker.  Earlene announced the line up for the next few months: May will be The Cloggers, Miles Muzio will be our speaker for June, in July the Vintage Notes Band will be playing for us and August will probably be Aaron Gallington.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported she has received most of the articles and states the TREND should be out by the first of the month.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported Mary Lou was correct regarding the raise in pension checks (due to the change in income taxes withheld) and that a person will not necessarily pay more at the end of the year when they file their taxes because of the change in the tax tables.  Josiah also announced all retirees who retired between 1960 and 1994 will be receiving a letter from KCERA regarding updating their beneficiary information.  KCERA has purchased a new Pension Administration System which will be installed in the next two years and they are attempting to update the information.  In two to three months the retirees who retired between 1995 and the present day will be receiving the same letter.
SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – Kathy Ponec-Ervin reported the qualifications for the scholarship program and requirements for applicants.  Some of the qualifications would be: ages between 17 and 25 with a 2.5 grade-point average or better, attending a University, State College, Junior/Community College or Trade School.  A 1000 word essay on community service activities or service clubs and career goals would also be required.  It was decided the College Registrar Office would be able to confirm the registration of the recipient.  One suggestion was to change the 1000 word essay to 500 words.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated this meeting was to get input and we will possibly inform the membership at our next meeting to see if they would be interested in a scholarship program.

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March 2009.  MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the Treasurer’s Report for March, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED. MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the Claims Report for March 2009, seconded by Brenda Preston and CARRIED.  MOTION by Phil Franey to purchase a $25,000 CD from the Special Account Funds, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  Mary Lou stated she feels the Claims Report needs to be renamed Claims Approved as Paid Report since these claims have already been paid.  Mary Lou submitted a handout explaining her stand on several items from the 2008 Audit Report.  After extensive discussion, Phil Franey suggested that he, Mary Lou, and David Merritt (the Auditors) meet and discuss this information with a report to follow at our next meeting.      
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, in March we received 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 2 Hoffman Hospice invitations, 1 Receipt from the Post Office, 10 County Newsletters, 1 Public Retirement Journal and 1 Kern Federal Credit Union Statement.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she is working on setting up the next meeting for May 2009.

WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC UPDATE – No Report

SET UP/TEAR DOWN – Secretary Ginger Mello and President Jeanne Berkshire met with Kathy Stobert and two of her employees at Norris Road to discuss doing this for us.  It looks like it will be General Services doing the set up and Parks doing the tear down.  This arrangement will be for June, July and August only.  Ginger also requested a decision be made on what we are going to do for the Interact Club.  MOTION by Phil Franey to give the Interact Club $50.00 per month for January through May 2009, a total of $250.00, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  This check will be given to Ms. Ann Reynolds at the end of our May meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
Phil Franey would like to make a survey for our members to fill out regarding our lunches and especially for those who may have restricted diets.  Phil suggested this item be on our next agenda.   Phil also stated he would like to see the money cups be increased to $10.00 with 2 cups of $15.00.  This item will be brought to the membership today for a vote.  Lastly, Phil has been doing research on 401H, which is structure where money goes into a health savings account pre-tax and builds up to be used at a later time when needed.  This is an item which would be only for retirees and is in the very early stages of research.  

MOTION by Earlene Smith to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 a.m., seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,
Ginger Mello, Secretary
