RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

October 9, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.
ROLL CALL:  Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis and Elinor Wells

MINUTES – Norman Briggs stated that under PAC Update a correction needs to be made to the last sentence.  After “under 65’s out of the risk pool”, it needs to say – that would not be a meet and confer item since REOKC is not a bargaining unit.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) - Dave Merritt was not in attendance at the meeting today.  Ginger Mello reminded all in attendance that the conference is in Stockton on October 22 – 24th.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett announced that she is having a very hard time keeping enough volunteers.  She had to use four volunteers on two shifts in October because of lack of volunteers.  Past President Norman Briggs suggested that Mary Lou contact Ron Errea, County Administrator, regarding the program and whether we should continue the program.  She reported that for the month of September there were 27 volunteers who worked 81 hours and assisted 761 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through September 2007 the volunteers assisted 252,742 visitors. 
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Paulanna Hodges from Health Benefit Office for Kern County would be our speaker today.  Bill Barnhart, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Mello and Earlene Smith met with Susan Wells and Eric Barthel yesterday regarding the health insurance premiums.  President Jeanne Berkshire circulated a flyer that was given to the group by Susan Wells.  The under 65’s got hit.  The two HMOs’ premiums increased between 23% and 25% and the county self-insured premiums were not available.  Eric stated that he would be meeting with the Board of Supervisors in Closed Session at the end of the Board meeting today.  Past President Norman Briggs stated that since we have the money in the Special Account that this is the time to contact our Attorney regarding the fact that we were not given the figures in a timely manner.  

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the deadline for the next TREND is October 15th and that she has received all articles with the exception of John DeMario and his will come in after the Retirement Board meeting.  Mary Lou also stated that she has to finish the front page.  

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel stated that the MOU probably would not affect the retirees other than those who may wish to go back to work for the county.   Josiah will double check the retirees wishing to return to work and see if it will affect them and report back to us next month.    Josiah also reported that KCERA’s newsletter has gone out.  
CRCEA CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – Secretary Ginger Mello stated that the committee had met on September 25th and made up a list of about 12 people that we are going to contact about speaking.  Past President Norman Briggs stated that Jim Sweeney would make an excellent speaker.  He could speak on PAC’s for counties and the counties bonding on the health care premiums.  Ginger gave Everett Julkowski’s new correct e-mail address.  

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of September 2007.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Claims Report, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 4 County Newsletters, 1 Geico Advertisement, 1 Homeless Center and 1 Rescue Mission, 1 Thank You from Lifeline and 1 Sponsorship Check.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she has contacted Martin Santillan, Kern County Detention Officers Association to schedule the next meeting in November.  

WEB PAGE – Past President Norman Briggs stated that he now has August and September Minutes on the Web site.  

PAC UPDATE – Past President Norman Briggs suggested that this is the time to get started on a PAC.  If we have a PAC, that would put a little pressure on the Board of Supervisors at election time.

BOARD OF RETIREMENT ELECTIONS – Past President Norman Briggs announced that he is unopposed in replacing John DeMario as the Retiree representative on the Board of Retirement.  The two candidates to replace Norman as the alternate are Phil Franey and Ed Nance.  It would be a good idea for them to introduce themselves to the members at our general meeting today.   

NEW BUSINESS:
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT (SLATE) – A report from the Nominating Committee on names to be placed on the ballot for the position of Director are:  Tony Rizos, Phil Franey, Sally Ruiz, Barbara Goodlow, Brenda Preston, Ginger Carpenter and Vivian Kuhn.  President Jeanne Berkshire will introduce the seven candidates and ask for nominations from the floor at the General Meeting.  The election will be held in November and installation of new officers will take place at our Christmas luncheon in December.
FAIR REPORT – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that there were 50 volunteers at the fair this year and it went very well.  Of the 50 volunteers, 25 are payroll deductees and Jeanne will be giving those 25 a $10.00 refund for their Christmas luncheon.  

REPORT ON RATES FOR NEW HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS FOR 2008 – Refer to MONTHLY PROGRAM of these minutes. 
SUNSHINE REPLACEMENT – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that Belva Jared has resigned her position as Sunshine Volunteer.  It was suggested that Jeanne open it up at the General Meeting to get a replacement.

Past President Norman Briggs proposed that we send a letter to our Attorney, Mr. Jim Sweeney in regard to sending a letter to our membership with the reasons that we now need to start a PAC.  The biggest reason would be the fact that the county has not given any figures to how many retirees under the age of 65 are in Kaiser (HMO), Health Net (HMO) and the county self-funded group plus they didn’t have any figures for the county self-funded insurance premiums.  President Jeanne Berkshire formed a committee of herself, Ginger Mello and Bill Barnhart working with Norman Briggs in having a conference call with Mr. Sweeney.  Norman stated he would be happy to contact Mr. Sweeney after Ginger gives him the telephone numbers for the committee.

Bill Barnhart circulated a flyer with different designs that he felt were appropriate to go on the ink pens that he was asked to look into ordering as gifts for our membership.  It was decided that the pens would have blue ink, a black cap and printed with “Thanks – We Appreciate You”.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to purchase 500 pens and get 500 pens free at the price of approximately $600.00 seconded by Georgia Morgan and Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she has applied for Norris Road Veterans Hall to be used starting in January 2008.  Ginger stated that she was the first to get the paperwork in, but that all users have until October 24, 2007 to get their paperwork in before the Parks Department starts putting the information into the computer.  Past President Norman Briggs made an immediate telephone call to the Director of the Parks Department to attempt to make sure that we do get the rooms for 2008 so that Mary Lou could publish it in the upcoming TREND.   





MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:20 a.m., seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
