RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

August 11, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis

MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the June 2009 minutes as read, seconded by Norman Briggs and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – In the absence of David Merritt delegate, alternate delegate Ginger Mello reported the first McCauley initiative about renegotiation of pensions had failed to get enough signatures to go on the ballot.  Mr. McCauley has a second initiative which would create a very large burdensome tax on retirees and he has until October 15th to get the signatures needed for it to go on the ballot.  Ginger stated she had contacted Art Goulet, Legislative Chairman for CRCEA to see what he could tell her regarding this initiative.  Art reported Mr. McCauley has until November 16th and if he were to get the signatures it wouldn’t go on the ballot until spring.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of June there were 35 volunteers who worked 108 hours and assisted 1,011 visitors to the County Administrative Center and for the month of July there were 33 volunteers who worked 99 hours and assisted 814 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through July 2009 the volunteers have assisted 275,091 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced we will have Aaron Gallington entertaining us at our meeting today.  
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – President Jeanne Berkshire announced Josiah Vencel would not be in attendance today because of complications with getting to our meeting.  Josiah is back to work full time and getting along better than expected but he is not able to drive at this time.

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – Kathy Ponec-Ervin reported she had been working on the wording for changing the by-laws to be able to give scholarships.  After a long discussion it was decided the by-laws would not have to be changed in order to give out scholarships.  One of the things the special account is to be used for is “education”.  It was decided the membership needs to determine if they wish to give out scholarships.  Kathy stated her committee is working on getting everything ready to present to the members in the near future.  It is a “work in progress”.

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of June and July 2009.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report for both June and July, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims as Paid Report for June and July, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  Mary Lou requested approval to pay Hall’s Letter Shop for printing the upcoming TREND, the United States Post Office for sending the upcoming TREND and Mossman’s for lunch today.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to allow Mary Lou to make the payments to Hall’s Letter Shop, United States Postal Service and Mossman’s, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, in June we received our statement from Walter Mortensen’s for General Liability Insurance, the Fortress statement, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 5 County Newsletters, 2 receipts from the United States Postal Service (1 for sending the TREND and the other for paying to send it), 1 Kern Federal Credit Union statement and 1 letter from Kern County Parks and Recreation Department regarding the use of Norris Road Veterans Hall.  In July we received in our Post Office Box 4 County Newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union statement and 1 box of checks, 1 Thank You letter from Vintage Jazz.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she is in the process of setting the meeting for August.  It looks like the meeting will be the 26th of August but that date is not firm as yet.

WEB PAGE – Tony Rizos is attempting to take over the job of the Web Page from Norman Briggs but it has been a slow process.  It is another “work in progress”.
PAC UPDATE – No Report

INSURANCE CHOICES – Secretary Ginger Mello reported Jeanne, Mary Lou and herself had met with Steve Pettee from Pacific Group Agencies.  During the meeting with Steve it was discovered either Steve hadn’t read his e-mail well enough or Ginger had not stated it correctly.  Steve sent Ginger a quote for an Association Office Package for a $504 annual premium which covers Personal Property, Employee Dishonesty, and General Liability Insurance plus an additional $328 annual premium for the umbrella coverage.  Ginger also reported she had requested a quote from Walter Mortensen’s for a larger limit for Employee Dishonesty and Personal Property Insurance.  Walter Mortensen’s quote for the 2 insurances would be a total of $982.00 plus $826.00 for the General Liability Insurance which we already carry with them.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to change our insurance from Walter Mortensen’s to Pacific Group Agencies at the $832.00 annual premium, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  

Ginger also reported on a program of Supplemental Benefits that Pacific Group Agencies has with other counties.  This is a program that our members can choose to join if they want to; everything will be handled by Pacific Group Agencies at NO cost to REOKC.  It was decided for Ginger to contact Steve Pettee of Pacific Group Agencies to get a brochure with Kern County prices.
NEW BUSINESS:

APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE – President Jeanne Berkshire appointed Earlene Smith and Ginger Carpenter as members from the Board and Opal Hargis from the General membership to the nominating committee.  Several names of general members were given to Jeanne to talk to about being on the committee since two more are needed from the General membership.  It was determined for Officers we will need a President and 1st Vice President.  Brenda Preston, Phil Franey and Tony Rizos are up for re-election and will be running.  President Jeanne Berkshire requested the changing of the duties of the 2nd Vice President.  At this time the 1st Vice President has been getting all the programs and doing the menus with Mossman’s.  The 2nd Vice President was originally working on room set up.  The President and Secretary have been working the room set up, so that leaves the 2nd Vice President without a job.  Jeanne would like the 2nd Vice President to take over the job of Menus with Mossman’s.  2nd Vice President Kathy Ponec-Ervin agreed to this assignment.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Secretary Ginger Mello announced a new e-mail address for Kathy Ponec-Ervin (kervin@hughes.net).  Brenda Preston gave a big Thank You to everybody who helped her at our July picnic.  

MOTION by Phil Franey to adjourn the meeting at 11:10 a.m., seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary

