RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

April 12, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 10:15 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Josie De La Torre, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos, Sally Ruiz, Teresa Vasquez and Nancy Warnick

OTHERS PRESENT:  Norman Briggs, Earlene Smith and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to accept the minutes as written, seconded by Sally Ruiz and CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report for the month of March 2011.  MOTION by Brenda Preston to approve both reports, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  The Audit Report was continued to the May 2011 meeting while work is being completed on internal control by the Audit Committee consisting of Mary Lou Bennett, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello and Brenda Preston.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of March there were 33 volunteers who worked 110 hours and assisted 1,122 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through March 2011 the volunteers have assisted 292,560 visitors.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett stated the deadline for the next TREND will be April 15th and she has most of it together.  She is waiting for the articles from Norman Briggs, Phil Franey and Eric Barthel.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Ginger Mello, delegate, reported the conference will be  April 18 – 20, 2011 and the attendees from REOKC will be Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Phil Franey and Ginger Mello accompanied by her husband.  Ginger stated she had received a letter from CRCEA Secretary requesting any updates on delegate and officer changes and notification that there would be no Bylaw changes or Election of Officers at this conference.  Ginger stated she had received a 7 page Legislative Committee Report for the month of April 2011.  She also received by way of email, a Membership Committee Newsletter and results of a Membership Survey from the Fall Conference with the updates from the counties who had responded to the survey.  Along with the Survey was a list of CRCEA Membership Contacts for spring 2011.

MONTHLY PROGRAM/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – Nancy Warnick reported that Sharon Goldsmith from Cal State 60+ Club would be the speaker for today.  Nancy stated for the May meeting we will hear Della Hodson, President of the United Way and for the month of June we will have Sandy Draille presenting information about SPCA.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) - Josiah Vencel announced the COLA would be on the warrant dated April 30, 2011 for those who are to receive it.  KCERA is considering making their newsletter an e-newsletter for those members who have computers.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 2 Invitations to a Hoffman Hospice fundraiser, 4 (2 of each) Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletters,  Information on Google, 5 County Newsletters, 1 California Meeting and Events Magazine, 1 death notice to remove a retiree from the TREND mailing list, 1 change of address for a member in Germany, 2 Kern Federal Credit Union statements, 1 notice from USPS re: mailings, 1 Hall Letter Shop invoice lost since January, 1 insurance policy from Mossman’s and 1 letter from CRCEA to update Board/Officers and Delegates.  Norman Briggs sent a letter he had received at his home to Ginger re: P. G. & E. having something that belongs to REOKC.

OLD BUSINESS:

·  COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEES’ ORGANIZATION OF KERN COUNTY (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the next meeting will be hosted by the Kern County Detention Officer’s Association and will be held in May.  Ginger also circulated a new offer from the Board of Supervisors to all the unions for consideration in their negotiations for a new labor contract.

·  WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs announced it is a work in progress.

·  RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE – MOTION was made by Sally Ruiz to ratify the contract with SIDLES DUNCAN & ASSOCIATES, seconded by Nancy Warnick and CARRIED.
·  PACIFIC GROUP SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS – Mary Lou Bennett reported as of April 1, 2011 the policies issued were 73 PPO Dental Plans, 154 HMO Dental Plans, 213 Vision Plans, 14 Legal Assistance, 12 ID Theft Shield and 25 Travel Policies.  Mary Lou stated she has not received any information on Pet Insurance and Hear PO.

NEW BUSINESS:

· POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL REVIEW – President Phil Franey requested including the Bylaws into this review.  Phil appointed a committee to conduct this work.  This new committee is Ginger Mello, chair; Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Mary Lou Bennett and Phil Franey.
· KCERA RETIREMENT BOARD MEMBERS, CRCEA CONFERENCE COSTS IN REOKC BUDGET – President Phil Franey reported the KCERA Board is trying to reduce their costs and have announced it will cover the costs of their members attending 1 conference and 1 training per year.  A MOTION by Sally Ruiz for REOKC to cover the expenses of the Retirement Board Representative attending the Spring and Fall CRCEA Conference with no expenditures paid unless REOKC approves, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.

· RETIRED PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION JOINT MEMBERSHIP(RPEA) – President Phil Franey discussed REOKC joining forces with RPEA to have larger numbers.  This was information to think about and get more feedback at a later date.
· APPROVAL OF ERIC BARTHEL TO ATTEND REOKC LUNCHEON MEETINGS – President Phil Franey requested approval for Eric to attend all REOKC luncheon meetings.  A MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to approve Eric Barthel being our guest for lunch, seconded by Sally Ruiz and CARRIED.

· SCHOLARSHIPS – Postponed to the May meeting.
· PLANNING FOR INITIAL JULY ANNUAL HEALTH FAIR – No action at this time
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  A short discussion on exactly who is in attendance for the July Luncheon.  It was stated all members and their spouses are welcome but NO guests.

At this time, President Phil Franey called for a short Executive Meeting.  After a brief discussion on information that had been received, MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m., seconded by Teresa Vasquez and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary

