RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

August 12, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis and Elinor Wells

MINUTES – MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the minutes for June as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) -  David Merritt, delegate, was not in attendance.  Ginger Mello, alternate delegate, reported AB 1844 and SB 1123 have both been re-referred to the Committee on APPR.  These two bills are results of the Public Employees Benefit Commission.  AB 2526, the CRCEA bill, is dead.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of June there were 33 volunteers who worked 100 hours and assisted 1,074 visitors and for the month of July there were 37 volunteers who worked 113 hours and assisted 1,068 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through July 2008 the volunteers assisted 263,321 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that we are honored to have vocalist Aaron Gallington returning for another performance.  Aaron has now completed his first year at Pepperdine.  Earlene commented that she brought 80 copies of “SENIOR HEALTHCARE DIRECTORY” which is an excellent resource book.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett announced she is waiting on two articles but there is still time since the deadline is August 15th.  Mary Lou is confident the TREND will be out by the end of August.
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel gave an update on the survey that has been completed.  Out of the 1000 survey’s mailed out there were 331 returned and they received an additional 198 completed online.  The best thing is that 83% are very or extremely satisfied with KCERA.  Josiah announced that Wanda Castro is going on terminal vacation at the end of August and will be retiring.  

MEMBERSHIP – No Report
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of June and July 2008.  It was noted that Mary Lou has added to her report the maturity date and interest rate for each CD and also the ratio of new REOKC members to new retirees.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Treasurer’s Report of June and July as read, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Claims Report for June and July, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  Phil Franey suggested that Mary Lou inquire of Kern Federal Credit Union on the NCUA insurance on the accounts.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 1 Thank You card from Hall Letter Shop, 1 letter from Kern County Parks and Recreation in reply to our letter concerning the wheelchair ramp at Norris Road Veterans Hall where we meet, 2 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletters, 6 County Newsletters, 2 Statements from Kern Federal Credit Union and 1 quote on Printing from Castle Print and Publication.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK)

Secretary Ginger Mello announced the next meeting is set for Wednesday, August 20th.

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs announced he is still working the Web Page and has not as of this date trained Tony Rizos to replace him.

PAC UPDATE – Norman Briggs stated Brenda Preston showed an interest in getting more information on a PAC.  Norman suggested we send Brenda to Sacramento to meet with our attorney to get the specifics on how a PAC is developed and works.  Phil Franey stated he feels the need for REOKC to work with Retired Public Employees Association (RPEA) on PAC issues.  President Jeanne Berkshire inquired of Brenda her thoughts on the idea Norman Briggs has mentioned.  Brenda would like to learn more about it before she commits to doing it.  

JULY PICNIC RESPONSE – The only negative remarks heard were “the meat was too salty”.  

LUNCHEON PRICES – Mary Lou Bennett stated that Dut Dauwalder had paid yearly for his wife to attend our luncheons.  Mrs. Dauwalder recently passed away and Mary Lou was inquiring if we should reimburse Dut for the remainder of the year.  MOTION by Phil Franey to reimburse Dut Dauwalder the remainder of his wife’s yearly lunch fee, seconded by Norman Briggs and CARRIED.  A discussion was held regarding the cost of the luncheon, number of people attending, number of automatic withdrawals for lunches and the amount the organization is covering of the cost.  Phil Franey suggested that as a last resort raise the price of the lunches and second would be to modify the price of the July luncheon.  It was requested of Brenda to collect the information of how many reservations were made each month of 2008 and how many members actually attended the luncheons and do a comparison for our September meeting.  Phil Franey inquired of the nutritional value of the meals we are getting from Mossman’s.  

QUICKEN – Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett stated she would like to wait until the new year to start the new Quicken.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to allow the Treasurer to start the Quicken with the new year, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.

PRINTING QUOTES –Mary Lou Bennett just received the quotes and has not had a chance to go over it.

NEW BUSINESS:

CRCEA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Secretary Ginger Mello read a piece of information from Art Goulet regarding a change in retirement choices.  Josiah Vencel, KCERA representative stated he would look into this and get us more information.  
COMPUTER MD ADVERTISEMENT - The last advertisement to run in the TREND will be this next issue.  Tony Rizos stated he thought we would revisit it at our September meeting.  Tony reported that at the beginning our members were contacting the Computer MD and Tony will discuss with him if he wishes to continue.  

DECORATIONS – Mary Lou Bennett stated the Board needs to decide if we want table covers or table decorations.  Jeanne stated that she was asked if we needed decorations and she said NO, it is not necessary but we do have to have covers.  The board decided that decorations for special occasions would be appropriate.  

OPEN POSITIONS ON THE BOARD – All five Officers are staying in their positions.  Ginger Carpenter will stay on the board of directors.  Any member will be able to run for all one of the positions.  There will be only one position to be filled.  President Jeanne Berkshire appointed Phil Franey and Ginger Carpenter from the Board members and Opal Hargis and Elinor Wells from the general membership to be on the nominating committee.  Jeanne stated she would recruit Josie De La Torre to be the final general member.  Phil Franey will be the chairman of the committee.

MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:28 a.m., seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary  

