RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

February 8, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 10:07 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Josie De La Torre, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Ruiz, Sally Ruiz, Teresa Vasquez and Nancy Warnick

OTHERS PRESENT:  Eric Barthel, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to accept the January minutes as read, seconded by Nancy Warnick and CARRIED.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report for the month of January 2011.  Mary Lou explained the Budget for 2011 and answered all questions. MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to approve both reports for January 2011 and the Budget for 2011, seconded by Josie De La Torre and CARRIED.  Mary Lou stated she had received the Audit for 2010 this morning and it needed a signature.  President Phil Franey instructed Mary Lou to obtain the signature, scan the audit, send it to the Board and that it be placed on the March Agenda.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM - Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of January there were 28 volunteers who worked 85 hours and assisted 649 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through January 2011 the volunteers have assisted 290,483 visitors.  Mary Lou is trying to recruit new volunteers to work either the 9-12 shift or the 12-3 shift Monday through Thursday.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett stated the deadline for the TREND is February 15th.  She will also put a small article in the TREND trying to recruit volunteers for the program above.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Ginger Mello, delegate, reported she had received a notice from the Secretary of CRCEA requesting a copy of each newsletter issued from each association be sent to him so he would be able to compile a list of the important issues in each association to forward to the President of CRCEA.  CRCEA is starting to take a more active role in helping the associations with the bad press all retirees are receiving.  Ginger also stated she had received information on the 21st Annual Southern California Public Retirement Seminar sponsored by The Public Retirement Journal to be held in Lakewood, CA on February 9th.  President Phil Franey gave Ginger and Jeanne approval to attend the Seminar.  Some of the topics will be Public Pension Changes, Actuarial Reality, Retirement Legislation and The New Legislature, The New Governor.

MONTHLY PROGRAM/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – 1st Vice President Nancy Warnick announced Dr. Bob Allison from the Levan Institute for Lifelong Learning will be the speaker today.  Nancy stated for March she has Lisa Kimble presenting “A Life’s Story” and for April Sharon Goldsmith from CSUB 60+ Club relating information about the program’s services and activities.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel announced there will be a COLA for the retirees who have been retired a number of years and those who have been retired fewer years will get less or NO COLA.    KCERA is processing approximately 40 retirees per month.  KCERA has scheduled the REOKC dues increase for the month of March.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 5 County Newsletters, 1 announcement from United Way, 1 Notice of CD Maturity, 1 returned Insurance Enrollment Packet, 2 more votes in favor of dues increase and 1 KFCU statement.  At my home, I received a letter from the Secretary of CRCEA and 2 different sets of reservation statements from NOR.

OLD BUSINESS 

· COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ORGANIZATION OF KERN COUNTY (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello announced the next meeting will be held on Friday, February 11th hosted by the Firefighters Union.  President Phil Franey announced there will be a special election held to elect a safety member alternate.
· WEB PAGE – The change over from Norm Briggs to Tony Rizos is a work in progress.  President Phil Franey suggested Norm and Tony looking into having a way to have Facebook available to interact on REOKC’s website.

· RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE – It was announced the members of the committee is Norman Briggs, Phil Franey, Dave Merritt and Ginger Mello.

· PACIFIC GROUP SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS – Mary Lou Bennett announced as of February 3, 2011 there have been 60 retirees who have become members so they can get one or more of the insurances.  As of February 1, 2011 the policies taken out were 72 PPO Dental Plans, 153 HMO Dental Plans, 201 Vision Plans, 12 Legal Assistance, 11 ID Theft Shield and 23 Travel Policies.

NEW BUSINESS:

· PROPOSAL FOR ADVISORY SERVICES IN MATTERS RELATING TO HEALTH INSURANCE – Eric Barthel from Sidles Duncan and Associates was in attendance to explain this proposal.  Eric reported Sidles Duncan and Associates are no longer consultants for Kern County.  Eric has  good working relations with the providers and with the CAO’s office.  In this proposal, Eric would be working with local providers to help seniors improve their health benefits.  There would be a retainer fee of $100 yearly.  Before the contract can be signed, our attorney will have to review it.  MOTION by Sally Ruiz to accept the contract after the attorney gives approval and the President signs it, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – President Phil Franey announced he has written an article to go into the Opinion Page of The Bakersfield Californian regarding the Retirement Board.  Phil stated the article from Mike Maggard didn’t state the facts accurately.  The article by Brad Barnes, ex-Retirement Board member, was pretty accurate.  Phil read what he had written to the paper and asked if when he signs the letter he should include being President of REOKC.  The Board gave permission for him to do so.

MOTION by Tony Rizos to adjourn the meeting at 11:38 a.m., seconded by Brenda Preston and CARRIED.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
Ginger Mello, Secretary 
