RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

February 12, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.
ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis and Belva Jared

MINUTES – MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the minutes as read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt was not in attendance at the meeting.  No Report

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of January there were 31 volunteers who worked 94 hours and assisted 1,064 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through January 2008 the volunteers assisted 256,845 visitors.  
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Joe de Kehoe, a retired Geologist would be speaking today on the history of Route 66 and the Mojave Desert.  

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the deadline for articles to go in the next issue of the TREND is Friday, February 15, 2008.  Mary Lou has most of the articles ready.  She stated that she is waiting for the Retirement Board meeting so that Norman Briggs can write his article for the TREND.

KCERA – Josiah Vencel was not in attendance today but he sent President Jeanne Berkshire information to share with the Board.  Josiah noted that there is a new state law on the 120 days and 960 hours and if anyone is interested, Jeanne will let them read it.  Also Wells Fargo is requesting the chance to speak at a REOKC meeting on Reverse Mortgage and they would like to advertise in the TREND.  A discussion was held on this topic.  Phil Franey feels that if we have someone come in and speak on Reverse Mortgage then we also need someone to give the opposite view.  It was suggested that we have a panel speak at the May or June meeting.  The panel would be made up of a Certified Public Accountant (CPA), an Attorney and a Wells Fargo Reverse Mortgage Specialist.  Norman Briggs volunteered to look into getting a CPA and Brenda Preston stated that she would look into getting an Attorney for the Panel.  

MEMBERSHIP – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of January there were 27 retirees with about 75% joining REOKC.  Our ratio of members to retirees is slightly over 71%.  We had 4 new members join who had previously retired.  The total membership as of January 31, 2008 is 3,844. 
CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – Ginger Mello reported that we have the tentative program set.  Ginger Mello gave a brief report on the speakers. At the next meeting we will be putting the packets together so Mary Lou can get them mailed.  Bill Barnhart has made up maps of the hotel and three different local Basque Restaurants to go in the packets.  President Jeanne Berkshire showed the Name Tags that Bill made up.  It was suggested that we send a packet to each of the Board of Supervisors and to each of the Board of Retirement members.  Mary Lou Bennett stated that she has received 177 labels from CRCEA and with the addition of the Board of Supervisors and Board of Retirement; we need to make at least 200 – 225 packets.  Ginger Carpenter reported that her brother has secured at least 5 Gas Cards from Shell for gifts to be given out at the Banquet.  Ginger Mello reported that she had contacted Pepsi since they are located here in town and was given a Fax Number to send a letter for a donation.  Mary Lou will be sending them a letter requesting a donation of product or money.   
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of January 2008.  Phil Franey had several questions regarding the Treasurer’s Report which Mary Lou answered.  Phil made the comment that as the Special Account grows that we might need to look at keeping part of it liquid and putting the remainder into another investment account.  Norman Briggs requested that the minutes reflect that Mr. Franey has good ideas and will start exploring ways of investing our money.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Treasurer’s Report as read, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 4 County Newsletters, 2 Bank Statements, a change of address for the TREND, 1 Hoffman Hospice Receipt for a donation, 2 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletters, 3 Credit Card Offers, 1 Fortress Reminder Statement, 3 IRS information letters and a letter to receive the TREND on the internet.  President Jeanne Berkshire reported that we had received a card from Lowe’s where if you spent $25.00 you could get $10.00 off.  Jeanne took the card to Lowe’s and purchased two 6 foot extension cords which we needed for the new speaker system. 

OLD BUSINESS:

President Jeanne Berkshire gave out a one page Acronym Reference Sheet for all of our use.  Jeanne added a few acronyms and Ginger Mello added CCEOK to the list.
COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) Secretary Ginger Mello stated that the next meeting for CCEOK will be on Friday February 15, 2008 at Tailgater’s hosted by the Kern County Probation Officers Association.  Norman suggested that when the lawsuit on carving out retirees in Orange County gets farther along it might be a good idea to have our attorney, Jim Sweeney speak to all members of CCEOK and update them on the lawsuit, 
WEB PAGE - Norman Briggs announced that he has made all the corrections on the Web Page.  Norman also stated that he wouldn’t mind someone taking over the Web Page for him.  Norman expressed handing it over to Tony Rizos and Tony said we would talk about it.  

PAC UPDATE – Norman announced that he doesn’t have the energy or the time to work on the PAC and suggested that either Ginger Carpenter or Brenda Preston take it on.  It would be good if we could look at our membership and see if there would be someone who enjoys politics and could work to get this up and running.  With a PAC, we could have some influence on some of our local politicians.  

NEW BUSINESS:

DISCUSSION ON WORKING AT FUTURE FAIRS – President Jeanne Berkshire stated that we have been working at the fair in the Fine Arts Building for 5 days prior to the fair, serving as Security.  We worked in trade for use of Harvest Hall for our Christmas Luncheon.  Jeanne stated that since we no longer need the use of Harvest Hall,  that we could discontinue doing the work at the Fine Arts Building.  After discussing this issue, a MOTION by Georgia Morgan to write a letter informing the Fair that we will not be working starting in 2008, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.
COMPUTER MD – Norman Briggs stated that he had contact from Bill Peacock who has a business called Computer MD.  Bill is a senior and would like to offer a discount on parts and services to other seniors and would also like to run an advertisement in the TREND.  After a discussion, it was decided that Tony Rizos would talk to Bill and see if this is a relationship in which we would be interested. We will table this item until March.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Secretary Ginger Mello had given everybody the pictures that Walter Stewart draws each year of the Board Members.  President Jeanne Berkshire announced that Harold and Karen Yingst are not in attendance today and Ann Farrell is selling tickets.  Please help Ann if no one else is helping her.  We will be raffling off a gift certificate to Hodel’s today also.  Norman Briggs also announced that there will be more computers coming from KCERA and asked Tony Rizos if he could clean them up and replace John DeMario, who has been doing this job for REOKC.  

MOTION by Norman Briggs to adjourn the meeting at 11:22 a.m., seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary

