RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

May 12, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Georgia Morgan and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to accept the April 2009 minutes as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – In the absence of Dave Merritt delegate, alternate delegate Ginger Mello gave a report on the Spring Conference.  Ginger stated two counties are in litigation now, Sonoma and Orange. Sonoma County Retirees Association raised their dues from $1.00 to $3.00 and then to $10.00 to cover the cost of litigation, with the $1.00 staying with their association and the additional $9.00 going into a fund toward litigation.  Sonoma and Orange Counties carved out the under 65 from the active employees for health benefits, raising their premiums, thus causing the need for litigation.  The keynote speaker gave a talk on a Brain Tune up.  Key items to help prevent Alzheimer’s were to stay mentally active doing crossword puzzles, etc. and  walking 30 minutes 5 days a week and 15 minutes of that time in the sunshine without sunglasses.  He gave stats on what the possibility is of getting Alzheimer’s and ways to remember a person’s name.  As far as legislation, it is not a good time for retirement bills; Amy Brown, lobbyist for CRCEA, stated there will be NO bills passed this year regarding retirement.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of April there were 36 volunteers who worked 108 hours and assisted 1,067 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through April 2009 the volunteers have assisted 272,422 visitors.  Mary Lou stated General Services gave a very nice THANK YOU luncheon for the volunteers earlier this month.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced we will have Cloggers (dancers) performing for us today.    
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett asked if everybody had received their latest issue of The TREND before the first of May.  The board members responded in the positive.  Mary Lou is busy working on the next issue and stated the deadline is the 15th of June.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) - Josiah Vencel reported there are about 100 new retirees for May and Mary Lou Bennett stated she had received the names of 52 new retirees in April.  He reminded everybody of the upcoming Retirement Seminar to be held on Thursday, June 18th.  President, Jeanne Berkshire announced she will not be at the Seminar and will keep Josiah informed of which Board member will replace her.  
SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – No Report

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of April 2009.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report for April, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims as Paid Report, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  Mary Lou reported she had e-mailed the Final Audit Report to Dave Merritt and Phil Franey as the auditors for 2008 REOKC books and they approved this report.  Mary Lou explained she needed approval from the Board to write the check to Mossman’s for today’s lunch.  MOTION by Earlene Smith for approval of the payment to Mossman’s for lunch at the meeting today, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  The Auditors suggested having a Budget Committee to work with Mary Lou in setting the budget for 2010 and a committee will be appointed in November.  After explaining all items, with discussion when necessary, MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to receive and file the Final Audit Report, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, in April we received 7 County Newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 receipt from USPS for mailing of the TREND, 1 Hall Letter Shop thank you, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 Fortress Advertisement, 2 CD Maturity statements from Kern Federal Credit Union, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union statement, 1 returned new retiree package, 1 letter of address change for a retiree and 1 letter from USPS asking for updated information for REOKC officers.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 21, 2009 at Tailgaters.

WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC UPDATE – No Report

SET UP/TEAR DOWN – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she has been in e-mail contact with Kathy Stobert and it is all set for General Services to set up and Parks will tear down.  This will take place in June, July and August in place of the North High School Interact Club.  A check for $250.00 will be given to the Interact Club today in payment for their service in setting up and tearing down for our meetings for the first five months of this year.
LUNCHEON SURVEY – No Report

NEW BUSINESS: 
Tony Rizos reported Computer MD has inquired on the possibility of advertising in The TREND again as he did in the past and is willing to pay for the advertisement.  After a short discussion, it was decided to put an item on our next agenda for “Policy on Advertisement in the TREND”.
President Jeanne Berkshire inquired of all officers and board members in attendance who would be staying on for the 2010 year.  At this time Jeanne and Earlene Smith stated they would each be stepping down.  Jeanne stated she had talked to Kathy Ponec-Ervin about running for President.  Jeanne will be appointing a nominating committee in September to get people to run for office.

MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:06 a.m., seconded by Alan Annis and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary  
