RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

October 13, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:06 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston and Tony Rizos

OTHERS PRESENT:  David Merritt

MINUTES – MOTION by Norman Briggs to accept the September minutes as read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Delegate, David Merritt delegate stated those who will be attending the Fall Conference will be leaving Sunday, October 18th. The conference begins on Monday, October 19th.  
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of September there were 28 volunteers who worked 85 hours and assisted 814 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through September 2009 the volunteers have assisted 276,830 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – In the absence of the 1st Vice President, President Jeanne Berkshire announced the speaker for the meeting today would be Bob Severs from GemCare.  Jeanne asked Past President Norman Briggs if he would please introduce our speaker today.  Norman stated he would do it.  

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the deadline for articles for the next issue of the TREND is October 15th.   There are only two articles not yet received: the President’s column and the article for the Board of Retirement. 
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel was in attendance at the meeting today after an extended absence due to illness and was welcomed by all. Josiah announced the second phase of retirees will soon be or may have already received a survey to update beneficiary information for their new computer system.
SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – No Report

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of September 2009.  MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of September, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the Claims as Paid Report for September, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Phil Franey for Mary Lou Bennett to purchase another $12,000 CD for either 6 months or 1 year with a bump from the General Funds, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Phil Franey to allow the Treasurer to pay the larger expenses for printing and mailing the TREND, Mossman’s and CRCEA Conference, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 1 United States Postal Service receipt, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union statement, 1 thank you letter for a Sympathy Card sent, 1 letter from Fresno Unified Retirees’ Association, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 letter from Google and 7 County Newsletters.  Secretary Ginger Mello has received at her home 1 letter from the Parks and Recreation Department for reserving the 2010 meeting dates and 1 contract from Parks and Recreation Department for the 2010 year minus the June meeting date.  President Jeanne Berkshire reported she had received at her home a letter from Skip Murphy, President of CRCEA requesting REOKC and other associations to donate money to CRCEA to help with the expenses of a lawsuit began in Orange County.  After discussion of our Board not having enough information to make a decision, it was decided we would remain neutral.  MOTION by Phil Franey to abstain from voting at conference on this issue until we have more information, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  Liz Keogh sent an e-mail to President Jeanne Berkshire requesting she be allowed to circulate a petition to keep PG&E from turning off power to homes of those who are protesting their bills due to increases they feel were created by the SmartMeters.  After discussion, Liz will be told if she wishes to get signatures outside of the meeting place, she can do that. 
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she has sent an e-mail to Chuck Waide, SEIU who will be hosting the November meeting.

WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC UPDATE – No Report

INSURANCE UPDATE – Secretary Ginger Mello stated she received the Certificate of Insurance from Pacific Group Agency which had an item for Host Liquor marked and she contacted Pacific Group Agency to get that removed from the Certificate.  This caused the policy to be delayed.  After discussion, it was decided Ginger can cancel the current policy with Mortensen’s.  Also discussed was the Draft brochure of insurance offers presented to the Board last month and it was decided we would wait and discuss it again  in February.     

NEW BUSINESS:

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE – Ginger Carpenter, nominating committee member gave a report of those running for Board of Director positions:  Linda Parker, Josie De La Torre, Julie Salley, Brenda Preston and Tony Rizo.  There were no candidates for two officer positions.  Norman Briggs recommended Phil Franey for President and Ginger Carpenter for 1st Vice-President.  Mary Lou Bennett, Ginger Mello and Kathy Ponec-Ervin will be running for their respective offices.  
REPORT ON NEW HEALTH BENEFIT PLAN RATES FOR 2009 – The under 65’s will not have an increase in premiums but will have an increase in co-pay.  The over 65’s  will have an increase in most of their premiums – from 3.1% up to 41.5%.  A review was made of the information received at the meeting the County held with REOKC earlier this month.  Those in attendance were Jeanne Berkshire, Mary Lou Bennett, David Merritt, Norman Briggs, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Susan Wells and Eric Barthel.  Eric made a comment regarding how much the Blue Cross Assurance 90 and Blue Cross Assurance 90 W/RX premiums have gone up.  Eric was to send Jeanne a questionnaire for the 758 retirees who are enrolled in these two plans.  Jeanne has not received anything from Eric and the Board requested Jeanne contact Eric.  

HR 1413 – A letter was received from Art Goulet, Legislative Chair for CRCEA, regarding each association sending a letter to the U. S. House of Representatives.  HR 1413 would provide all retirees of public agencies a deduction from gross income for distributions from governmental pension plans to pay for health and long-term care insurance.  This legislation is also known as “HELPS II”.  It is a follow-up to “HELPS” which is a similar benefit for public safety retirees.  It was decided to receive and file this letter.
MEETING DATE FOR JUNE 2010 – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she has received the reservation form for 2010.  She took the reservation into the Parks and Recreation Department after our September meeting with the second Tuesday of each month listed.  Ginger received a Contract with all dates except June 8, 2010 which is Election Day.  Ginger called Parks and Recreation Department and requested Monday, June 7, 2010 which was granted to us.  MOTION by Phil Franey to approve Monday, June 7, 2010 as our June meeting date, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:15 a.m., seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
