RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

June 10, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Dr. Dan Grabski, Josiah Vencel and Elinor Wells

MINUTES – MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the minutes as read, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) –David Merritt, delegate, was not in attendance.  Ginger Mello, alternate delegate, reported with the death of President Bill Kirkwood; Bill de la Garza moved from Vice President to President and Skip Murphy who is on the nominating slate for President moved into the Vice President position.  CRCEA was asked to support AB 1844 and SB 1123 which are the bills resulting from the Public Employees Benefit Commission and which Tom Branon is pushing through legislation.  AB 2526 is a CRCEA bill that is going through without opposition.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of May there were 33 volunteers who worked 100 hours and assisted 926 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through May 2008 the volunteers assisted 261,179 visitors.  Mary Lou also announced she has one new volunteer.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced Darlyn Baker, from Interim HealthCare, would be our speaker today.    
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett announced she is still waiting on a few articles.  The deadline for articles is June 15th.  

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel announced there will be a retirement seminar given on June 19th in the Board Chambers with 130 signed up to attend.  The SRBR3 letters will be going out to only those who will receive the benefits. Georgia Morgan asked the status of the survey.  Josiah stated 1000 surveys were sent out to random retirees and it was posted on the KCERA Web Site for others to complete if they were inclined.  The response rate is 48% and that is not including all of the online responses.  The deadline is June 30, 2008.

MEMBERSHIP – No Report

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of May 2008.  Norman Briggs requested adding the maturity date and interest rate for each CD to be added to the report.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Treasurer’s Report as read, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Earlene Smith for Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett to purchase 2008 Quicken Books, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  Phil Franey stated he would help Mary Lou install it on her computer.  Mary Lou announced of the new retirees 80% became members of REOKC.  Norm Briggs stated it would be nice to show the total number of retirees, total number new members and the percentage on the Membership Page of the Treasurer’s Report.
COMMUNICATIONS - In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 1 returned TREND in an envelope, 1 Bank Statement, 1 DISH advertisement, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center newsletter, 6 County Newsletters, 1 Hall Letter Shop Statement, 1 Lowe’s 10% off Card, 2 letters from Kern Federal Credit Union, 1 Hewlett Packard catalog, 1 workplacepro.com advertisement, 1 Public Retirement Journal, 1 proof of insurance for the Parks Department and 1 Insurance Policy from Walter Mortensen.
OLD BUSINESS:
COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK)
Secretary Ginger Mello announced that the meeting for May 30th was postponed because of a conflict with the funeral of the Sheriff’s Deputy.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 12th, noon at Rosa’s with Prosecutors Union and Sheriff Command Association hosting.  There was some discussion about the benefits of having a liaison between REOKC and the Retired Public Employees Association but no action was taken at this time.  
WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs stated that he and Tony Rizos are still working on Tony taking over the Web Page.

PAC UPDATE – Norman Briggs stated that whoever works on the PAC should go to Sacramento to meet with our Attorney and the expenses be paid by the PAC.  President Jeanne Berkshire requested Phil Franey and Norman Briggs compile a list of new retirees who might be interested in doing the PAC.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION – FINAL CONFERENCE REPORT – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the Conference Final Report has been sent with a reimbursement check in the amount of $227.20.  Ginger stated that overall the surveys from the conference were really good.  Ginger shared a number of survey responses with the Board.  
NEW BUSINESS:

PRESIDENT’S MOMENT – President Jeanne Berkshire entertained a motion to remove John DeMario’s name from the checking account signature card, since he is no longer on the Board, and replace him with Ginger Carpenter.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to remove John DeMario from the checking account signature card, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to add Ginger Carpenter to the checking account signature card, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  President Jeanne Berkshire also stated she will ask Josie De La Torre to send a sympathy card to the family of Bill Kirkwood, Past President of CRCEA.  There will be a Memorial Service in Huntington Beach on June 14, 2008.  The following are the back-up positions appointed by President Jeanne Berkshire:

Ginger Carpenter back-up for Mary Lou Bennett as Treasurer

Earlene Smith and Kathy Ponec-Ervin back-up for Jeanne Berkshire as President

Georgia Morgan back-up for Earlene Smith on program and menu 


Georgia Morgan back-up for Ginger Mello as Secretary

Phil Franey assisting Mary Lou Bennett on installing 2008Quicken Basic

Tony Rizos and Norman Briggs will be back-up for each other on the Web Site


Mary Thorp is back-up for Brenda Preston for Luncheon Tickets
JULY PICNIC
There will be entertainment at the luncheon but there will be NO Board Meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Brenda Preston asked if we would like quotes for printing from other businesses in case we have another problem with Hall Letter Shop.  Josiah commented that Sierra Printers on 19th Street can do the printing and they have recently purchased a mail system which allows them to do all the mail prep and distribution in their office.  
Norman Briggs reported there are 5 computers and 4 monitors at KCERA that we need to raffle off very soon.  Ann Holdren has given Neil DeVera permission to get the computers up and running.  The computers are Dell Optiplex Machines with XP Professional on them.  MOTION by Phil Franey to raffle off the computers and monitors, as is, at our July Picnic and the winners will be responsible for picking up the items at KCERA by contacting Neil DeVera, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Phil Franey to explore the purchase of a digitized recorder to replace the tape recorder in use at our meetings, seconded by Norman Briggs and CARRIED.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to adjourn the meeting at 11:42 a.m., seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary

