RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN C OUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

September 8, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

MINUTES – MOTION by Norman Briggs to accept the August minutes as read, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – In the absence of delegate David Merritt, alternate delegate Ginger Mello read a letter written by Skip Murphy CRCEA President titled County Retiree Alert  -  DO NOT SIGN PENSION PETITIONS.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of August there were 36 volunteers who worked 110 hours and assisted 925 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through August 2009 the volunteers have assisted 276,016 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced we will have Maggie Kalar from Kern County Animal Control Services Division to speak at our meeting today.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the newsletter went out on time.  Mary Lou received an e-mail from a member who was upset by the article written by Audrey Cochran.  After extensive discussion, it was decided Mary Lou should respond with an e-mail saying thank you for your comments, they are appreciated.
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – No Report

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – Chairman Kathy Ponec-Ervin asked how the Board felt about including the question regarding having a scholarship program on the Ballot for the November election.  It was decided it would be a good idea and to include an article in the next TREND explaining the scholarship program. 

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of August 2009.  MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of August, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims as Paid Report for August, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  Mary Lou requested approval to pay Mossman’s for lunch today.  MOTION by Earlene Smith to make the payment to Mossman’s, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 2 Kern Federal Credit Union Statements, 1 receipt from United States Postal Service for mailing the TREND, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 Thank You letter from KCERA for being involved in the Retirement Seminar and 5 County Newsletters.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE OPRGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the meeting was held on August 26th.  It is a very quiet time right now.  The unions were to be returning to the negotiation tables on different days the week after our meeting.
WEB PAGE – No Report
PAC UPDATE – Brenda Preston reported she has not been able to talk to Chuck Waide to get more information.

INSURANCE UPDATE – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she currently has an e-mail to Steve Pettee to find out exactly where we stand with the insurance we have paid for with Pacific Group Agencies, Inc.  Our understanding is we were insured effective August 12th.  Ginger stated she is waiting to receive the insurance policy before we cancel the policy with Mortensen’s.  

NEW BUSINESS:

INSURANCE BROCHURES – Secretary Ginger Mello circulated the DRAFT brochures we requested Pacific Group Agencies, Inc. to make available for our Board to peruse.  Norman Briggs reported State Association of County Retirement Systems has been trying to put together a VSP plan and the County Administrative Office had a concern about it.  Our biggest concern right now is what the county is going to do to our Health Benefits.  It is not a good time to rock the boat and we need to sit on this for the time being.  
APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE – The Nominating Committee will be Earlene Smith, Ginger Carpenter, Opal Hargis, Josie De La Torre and one more general member which President Jeanne Berkshire will appoint at the meeting today.  

MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m., seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
