RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

August 8, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by President, Norman Briggs.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Opal Hargis, Ginger Mello, David Merritt, Greg Salas, Earlene Smith, Walter Stewart and Elinor Wells

OTHERS PRESENT:  Don Hoffman, Belva Jared, Everett Julkowski and Paul Leonard

President, Norman Briggs, stated that we have a full agenda and acknowledged Don Hoffman and gave him the opportunity to address the Board with his concerns.  Don stated this is the best organization in which he has ever been involved.  Don’s concerns were: why REOKC recommended Roy Ashburn, why the general membership didn’t know about the candidate interviews and didn’t have the opportunity for input, and he believes that when we have a speaker in favor of an issue, that we also need to have a speaker opposing that issue in order to hear both sides.  

MOTION by Jeannie Berkshire to approve the June 2006 minutes as read, seconded by Elinor Wells and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CRCEA – David Merritt reported that the Fall CRCEA Conference would be held in Sacramento, October 16 – 18, 2006.  David stated he is still working on a slate of officers for CRCEA and it has been very difficult.  David polled all 20 Counties’ delegates on whether they would agree that Bill Kirkwood and Bill De La Garza run for a third term as President and Vice President, respectively, and he has 19 affirmative responses.  George Shoemaker has resigned as CRCEA Legislative Chairman.  The major loss to CRCEA is Tom Branan who has retired.  

CCAPE - Paul Leonard stated that there is a lot of concern about what lies ahead for CCAPE.  SEIU is reorganizing into four regions.  It looks like our local area will be in the South Central district of California.  Paul also announced that Kern County has requested re-opening negotiations with CCAPE one year early.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM - Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of June there were 34 volunteers who worked 99 hours and assisted 1,173 visitors and for the month of July there were 34 volunteers who worked 102 hours and assisted 1,030 visitors to the County Administration Building.  She announced that from 1992 through July 2006 the volunteers have assisted 237,554 visitors.  

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, announced that she did not have a program for today.  She had Debbie Stevenson from Department of Aging and Adult Services but when Jeanne called to confirm, Debbie stated that she wouldn’t be able to attend because she was going on a cruise down the Mississippi River.  Jeanne stated that she will reschedule her another time.  Jeanne thought that we could tell them about the Fair signups and have a short meeting.  MOTION by David Merritt that we authorize Jeanne Berkshire to sign the Fair Contract and return it to the Fair, seconded by Opal Hargis and CARRIED.
NEWSLETTER – There will be a new column from the Department on Aging and Adult Services.  President, Norman Briggs, stated that articles need to be in by the 15th.  Norman reported that he and Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett, visited Hall Letter Shop and that Hall had handled the last TREND which turned out to be a plus for us.  Mary Lou stated that Hall pointed out a discrepancy on the permit and that our address was printed in the wrong place and they repositioned that.  In April, Central Printing printed 3300 copies of our TREND, each one was 8 pages and cost $1,188.12.  Hall printed the exact same amount of copies and pages at a cost of $1,125.00.  The mailing for April (Central Printing) was $913.33 and for June (Hall) was $613.93.  Mary Lou stated that she spoke to Hall regarding making the TREND a little classier and if we used shiny paper it would double the price of the TREND.  She suggested that we could use colored paper or colored ink that would increase the price by only $30 - $50.  It was decided to make no changes at this time.  

KCERA – President, Norman Briggs, announced that Wanda Castro has been promoted and can no longer attend the meetings.  There is now a new person in the Marketing position.  KCERA has been very supportive to CCEOK in their request for trying to help retirees.

MEMBERSHIP – No Report

CRCEA CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE - This committee is made up of Opal Hargis, Belva Jared, Ginger Mello, David Merritt and Greg Salas.  Ginger reported that after she and Opal had visited both Doubletree and Holiday Inn Select and received prices, we discovered something called the CRCEA Conference Manual.  With information provided in the manual, we went back to both hotels and asked for new information.  We have received the information from Doubletree and Holiday Inn Select has sent information on my computer.  Bottom line is we are working on it.  

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for June and July 2006.  MOTION by David Merritt to approve the Treasurer’s Report for June and July 2006, seconded by Elinor Wells and CARRIED.  MOTION by David Merritt to approve the Claims Payable for June and July 2006, seconded by Elinor Wells and CARRIED.  

COMMUNICATIONS -  In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 11 County Newsletters, 1 letter from Fortress Storage, 2 Bakersfield Rescue Mission, Hewlett Packard Magazine, 1 Thank you letter from the family of Louella Strong and a letter from Robert Wyckoff.  

OLD BUSINESS:

STATUS OF PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE – CCEOK will be meeting on August 17th at Stockdale Country Club.

WEB PAGE –There are now about 380 people receiving the TREND by e-mail notice. President, Norman Briggs, explained how he has been helped by the Web Host on e-mailing everybody on the list.  

PAC UPDATE – No Report

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP – President, Norman Briggs, announced that he had written to Tulare County requesting information on how they set up their scholarship application, but he has not yet received the information.

JULY PICNIC – Good turn out and need more tables set up.  The only complaint was how warm it was in the building.  It was extremely warm outside and too many people in the room.

NEW BUSINESS:
APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE - Greg Salas was appointed as the chairperson and Nettie Collins will be the other Board member.  The General members will be Kathy Ervin and Paul Leonard.  What positions needed to be filled was discussed with the decision that there would be four:  President, 2nd Vice President and two Board members.  The slate has to be ready in October, voting in November and installation in December.  

OPEN POSITIONS ON THE BOARD – Discussion above.  The names of people to run for the offices given were Alan Anais, Bill Barnhart, Paul Leonard and Georgia Morgan.   

GENERAL ELECTION INTERVIEW COMMITTEE -  MOTION by Elinor Wells to appoint Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Nettie Collins, Opal Hargis and Ginger Mello to the General Election Interview Ad Hoc Committee, seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.
MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to adjourn the meeting at 11:43 p.m., seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary  
