RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

February 9, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL: Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Josie De La Torre, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Tony Rizos and Julie Salley

OTHERS PRESENT:  Norman Briggs, David Merritt, Earlene Smith and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to accept the January minutes as read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett reported she had put the new budget together from looking at the past years and looking toward the future for new items being discussed by the President and Board.  She stated this is a balanced budget which is a first for her.  Mary Lou gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of January 2010.  In the discussion for items covered by the special fund, our President requested Mary Lou review our Policy and Procedure Manual for items which could qualify for payment under the Special Account and report back at our next meeting.   MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to approve the new budget for the year, Treasurer’s Report and Claims Paid Report for the month of January, seconded by Julie Salley and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of January there were 26 volunteers who worked 80 hours and assisted 614 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through January 2010 the volunteers have assisted 280,227 visitors.  Mary Lou reported that General Services is planning a luncheon for the volunteers, probably in late April.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the deadline for articles is the 15th and she hopes to get the TREND out by the first of the month.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) –

David Merritt suggested sending a letter to Orange County requesting they change our address for their newsletter to the Post Office Box instead of David’s home address.  David stated there are 80 proposed initiatives being circulated for signatures for a variety of taxes on public employee pensions.  We’re all encouraged not to sign them or at least make sure you know exactly what you are signing.  AB1136 was vetoed by the Governor last year and CRCEA has sent it back to Bob Palmer who was San Joaquin County Administrator where the bill originated because it needs further study.  CRCEA Executive members were to have met with Retired Public Employees Association (RPEA) on February 1st to discuss the possibility of implementing the Push Back Campaign.  The Push Back Campaign contains a very concise understanding and message as a push back against all the negative items on TV, Radio and in newspapers regarding public employee pensions. Alternate Delegate Ginger Mello stated she would not be able to attend the Spring CRCEA Conference and requested REOKC pay Jeanne Berkshire’s expenses for attending the conference in her place.  After a long discussion of how many Officers and Directors that REOKC should reimburse for attending the conferences a MOTION by Julie Salley to allow Board Officers and Directors to attend educational conferences and to submit their name to the Board for approval of expenses before attending the conference, seconded by Josie De La Torre and CARRIED with one vote against.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter announced the entertainment for the meeting today will be Raymond McDonald, vocalist and guitar player.  
SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter announced the following are future speakers: March, Yolanda Prado – Office of Aging and Adult Services speaking on Medicare Updates – How County Insurance and medicare work together; April, Optimal Hospice; June, Camille Gavin from 60+ Club at Cal State.  May is open at this time and Ginger is looking for entertainment for the July Bar-B-Cue. 
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel stated KCERA has received numerous telephone calls on three separate topics: the change in the tax table at the beginning of the year; the fact that SEIU raised their dues from $1.00 per month to $5.21 per month; and SRBR, service connected disability clarification.  

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – Secretary Ginger Mello stated it is on the agenda because the January-February TREND stated the scholarship program would be on our agenda in January and February.  After discussion, it was decided we need all the specifics of the program settled and a hand out for our March meeting and then vote on it at our April Board meeting.  The specific information would be how many scholarships per year, amount of each scholarship and when to apply for the scholarship.  Scholarship information would be in the March/April issue of the TREND, setting the deadline for applications at the end of May and the scholarship awards being given in June.  

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 8 county newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 Google Packet, 1 Tax Form from Kern Federal Credit Union, 3 receipts from United States Postal Service, 2 requests for TREND to be e-mailed, 1 letter announcing the new address for Retired Employees Association of Orange County, Inc. and 1 Del Taco Advertisement.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello stated the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 18th at Tailgater’s.  President Phil Franey will not be able to attend and he stated Jeanne Berkshire will be attending all the meetings so we will be assured of three members in attendance.  

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs announced that with the next TREND he will hand over the Web Page duties to Tony Rizos.  

PAC UPDATE – Move to the Executive Session to follow this meeting.

NEW REOKC BROCHURE – Mary Lou Bennett and Julie Salley have met to discuss ideas for the brochure.  They would like to update pictures of retirees from different departments, a picture of some of the volunteers who work the information desk at the Administrative Center and a picture of the Board.

The meeting was closed to go to Executive Session at 11:10 a.m.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary       
