RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

January 11, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Josie De La Torre, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos, Sally Ruiz, and Nancy Warnick

OTHERS PRESENT:  Norman Briggs, Earlene Smith and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to accept the November minutes as read, seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report for the months of November and December 2010.  MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to approve both reports for November and December 2010, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month on November there were 32 volunteers who worked 98 hours and assisted 1,069 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Also, for the month of December there were 30 volunteers who worked 91 hours and assisted 785 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Mary Lou reported for January through December 2010 the volunteers worked 1,129 hours and assisted 10,221 visitors.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through December 2010 the volunteers have assisted 289,834 visitors.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the January-February TREND should have been delivered to the members by the 1st of January.  Mary Lou stated she receives a list of unacceptable addresses back from Hall’s because the Post Office has a certain criteria for Bulk Mailings.  In place of the “#” sign, the post office prefers either APT, SPC or Unit.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – No Report

MONTHLY PROGRAM/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – 1st Vice President Nancy Warnick announced Susan Leedy speaking today on Deferred Comp and Investments.  Nancy has Dewar’s scheduled for the month of February.  Some ideas discussed for future speakers were Jennifer Patino from Osher Lifelong Learning Center (OLLI Program) at Cal State and the Levan Center at BC.  Both of these offer programs for seniors.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel announced there are four (4) new members on the Retirement Board.  They are Zack Scrivner replacing Mike Maggard from the Board of Supervisors; Konrad Moore elected by the general employees; Lance Horton and Michael Turnipseed appointed by the Board of Supervisors.  Josiah also stated the Federal Tax Tables would be going up and if a member needs to adjust their tax-withholding amount they need to contact KCERA.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, an acknowledgement of receipt of a Sympathy Card, 3 YES votes for our dues increase, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union statement, 2 checks from Kern County Auditor’s Office for dues, 1 invoice from Hall Letter Shop, 1 invoice for membership dues from CRCEA, 1 Information Letter from the Franchise Tax Board, 6 County Newsletters, an Insurance Policy from Mossman’s, 1 receipt from North of the River for the month of October 2010 and January 2011, 1 invoice from North of the River for the months of February – June 2011 with a letter of information on 2011 rental fees, etc.
OLD BUSINESS

· COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she is working on the next meeting to be held in February.  Firefighters will be hosting the meeting.
· WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs reported he and Tony Rizos are still trying to get together to complete the transfer of duties.
· RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE – Norman Briggs reported some of his committee members are no longer on the Board.  At our next meeting, we will replace those committee members.
· PACIFIC GROUP SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS – Mary Lou Bennett reported all new retirees receive the insurance brochure.  Due to the insurance offer, we have obtained 44 new members in December and thus far in January we have received 7 new members.  New members have 60 days in which to enroll for any insurance offered.  Established REOKC members can enroll for any insurance except vision and dental; for these they must wait for open enrollment in November.
· RATIFY THE DUES INCREASE FROM $1.00 TO $2.00 PER MONTH – President Phil Franey reported there was a 95% approval from responding members for the increase, ratified by the Board and a letter will be sent to Anne Holdren, Executive Director of KCERA requesting the KCERA Board authorize the pension deduction increase.  Phil stated the target month for the increase would be March.
NEW BUSINESS:

· RE-VISIT SERVING LUNCH (11:15 A.M. OR DO TABLES) – After a discussion regarding a vote by the members in attendance, to change the lunch back to the tables being called by numbers,  a MOTION was made by Jeanne Berkshire to change our lunch schedule from 11:15 a.m. to table numbers being called at 11:30 a.m.  If the Board is still in their meeting, a member will be designated to call the numbers, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  A vote will be taken at the General Meeting today.
· LEGISLATIVE CHAIRPERSON FOR CRCEA TO CONTACT – Secretary Ginger Mello, also Delegate to CRCEA stated she keeps hearing the Delegate does not have to be the Legislative Chair also.  After a discussion, it was decided it is best to leave the Legislative Chair as the Delegate.  Ginger Mello will continue to be the Legislative Chair for CRCEA.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett stated she has been working on the budget for the 2011 year.  She needed clarification on when the $2.00 dues becomes effective will she split each $2.00 with 75% going to the Special Account and 25% going to the Administrative Account.  President Phil Franey stated YES.  Mary Lou asked if some of the line items which have been divided between the Special Account and Administrative Account will remain the same.  After going over several line items it was decided the following would be paid out of the Special Account entirely:  CRCEA Membership Dues, Printing and Postage for the Newsletter, CRCEA Conference Expenses, the Website and all Legal expenses.  Insurance would be paid from the Administrative Account only.  Mary Lou stated she would have the budget ready for the February meeting for approval.

Secretary Ginger Mello questioned the need to store the book with signatures for the door prize from 2002 through 2010 in the storage unit.  It was decided it would be appropriate to keep it in storage for now.
Norman Briggs requested all members be more involved at KCERA.  He stated REOKC should watch and see how the new members perform on the Board.

MOTION by Brenda Preston to adjourn the meeting at 11:15 a.m., seconded by Sally Ruiz and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary     
