RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

June 9, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.
ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter,  Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHER PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Jack Roth and Josh Wall

Jack Roth and Josh Wall, Walter Mortensen Insurance Company attended our meeting today to give us a quote on Employee Dishonesty Coverage to be added to our Insurance Protection.  Hartford Casualty requires Property Coverage, which we do not have at this time, to carry Employee Dishonesty Coverage.  Our insurance at this time is $810 per year.  If we get the Employee Dishonesty Coverage and $2,000 Property Coverage there will be an additional $531 fee at a minimum.  The additional fee is for $50,000 with a $500 deductible.  It would be a larger premium if we would choose a $50,000 with a $250 deductible or $100,000 with either a $250 or $500 deductible. Jack Roth was thanked for this information and advised that we would discuss this matter and get back to him. Secretary Ginger Mello then asked if the Board would like her to contact Stephen Pettee of Pacific Group Agencies, Inc. who carries the Directors and Officers insurance for CRCEA, to see if we can get insurance through Pacific Group Agencies, Inc. at a premium less than Walter Mortensen’s.  MOTION by Norman Briggs for Ginger Mello to contact Steve Pettee regarding possible insurance coverage through Pacific Group Agencies, Inc., seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.  
MINUTES – MOTION by Phil Franey to accept the May 2009 minutes as read, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – In absence of Dave Merritt delegate, alternate delegate Ginger Mello gave the report.  Ginger stated she hasn’t really heard a lot from CRCEA but she did report that Dorothy Leuking is retiring effective the 1st of July and Bill De La Garza had a 5-way bypass and is improving daily.  Bill is the past Vice President/President of CRCEA.  Norman Briggs asked what Ginger has heard regarding the initiatives McCauley is attempting to get on the ballot.  Norman Briggs stated if this initiative gets on the ballot the public would no doubt vote in favor of the initiative.  Mary Lou Bennett stated she would like to know what CRCEA is doing about the initiative.  Ginger will contact them and report findings.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of May there were 29 volunteers who worked 87 hours and assisted 844 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through May 2009 the volunteers have assisted 273,266 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced we will have Miles Muzio speaking at our meeting today.

NEWSLETTER - Mary Lou Bennett reported the TREND will be ready to go to the printer this week after Earlene proof reads it.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – President Jeanne Berkshire announced Josiah Vencel is in the hospital in critical condition.  He had 5 transfusions and his kidneys are shutting down.  He was diagnosed of having a parasite in the blood.  Josiah is 31 years old, married with 4 small children.
SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – No Report

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of May 2009.  MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the Treasurer’s Report for May, seconded by Brenda Preston and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims as Paid Report, seconded by Norman Briggs and CARRIED.  Mary Lou requested approval to pay Mossman’s, United States Postal Service for sending the upcoming TREND, Hall’s Letter Shop for printing the upcoming TREND, which are all over the limit of $1,000.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to allow Mary Lou to make the payments to Mossman’s, United States Postal Service and Hall’s Letter Shop, seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, in May we received 5 County Newsletters, 1 Thank you letter from the Cloggers, 1 copy of the letter of proof of insurance from Walter Mortensen to the Parks Department, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 Letter of the Law from Superior Court, 1 CD Maturity Date from Kern Federal Credit Union, 1 Walter Mortensen’s premium notice, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union statement and 1 receipt from the United States Post Office for Postage.  Mary Lou stated she had received the SI100 form from the State of California.  This is a form which has to be completed and mailed to Sacramento, along with a check for $20.00, every two years.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the major part of the meeting was taken up with the unions comparing what they have been offered in negotiations, which seemed to be identical.  All unions except SEIU are up for negotiations.  All of the unions present stated they knew it was time they would have to give up something but what that would  be differed between them.  The one thing they agreed upon was they do NOT want to give up money.  Both Fire and Detention had ideas on what they could give up in place of money.  
WEB PAGE – No Report - Norman Briggs spoke with Tony Rizos regarding which  programs he uses and stated he would soon be turning the Web Page over to Tony.
PAC UPDATE – Brenda Preston stated she had spoken to Chuck Waide and is attempting to get the paperwork he told her he would give her for a PAC.

LUNCHEON SURVEY – Phil Franey stated at the April meeting he would make up a survey regarding restrictions on diets people may have and distribute them at the general meeting to see how people feel about the lunch menus.  After extensive discussion, this item was tabled.

NEW BUSINESS – No New Business

ANNOUNCEMENTS – President Jeanne Berkshire reminded Past President Norman Briggs of the Retirement Seminar to be held on June 18th at 8:30 a.m.  She also announced there would not be a Board Meeting in July.

MOTION by Norman Briggs to adjourn the meeting at 11:20 a.m., seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary    
