RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

March 9, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:08 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Josie De La Torre, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Julie Salley

OTHERS PRESENT:  Kevin Eckery, Stephen Greene, Opal Hargis, Earlene Smith and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the February minutes as read, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of February 2010.  Mary Lou also announced she had the Taxes completed and would like approval to file them and give a copy to the Secretary.  MOTION by Julie Salley to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Claims Paid Report for the month of February 2010 and filing the Taxes for 2009, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  
Present at the meeting today were Stephen Greene from Sweeney and Greene LLP and Kevin Eckery, who is working in Public Relations with Sweeney and Greene LLP.  They both spoke on the strategy to be used for the SRBR controversy.  Mr. Greene stated there was a legal opinion made in 2000 on the funding mechanism which is in place for SRBR and it is vested for retirees and future retirees and he agrees with the opinion.  Mr. Greene stated four scenarios that could take place:  
· KCERA could change their mind and join with the County in an attempt to change legislation

· KCERA could continue to say NO and the Board of Supervisors moves forward in an attempt to change legislation

· Board of Supervisors could send the letters to different Legislators but may not be able to get a sponsor

· Bill could pass and be signed by the Governor and become law

It was stated the Retirement Board is not using the money to build the new building but they are investing the money and will pay it back into the fund.  Mr. Greene stated their intent is not to oppose the new legislation but to prevent it.  If we can get past August 2010 without a bill, we will be safe for the year.  A comment was made that the current employees are unhappy with KCERA regarding the new building and its location, SRBR, and the budget.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of February there were 29 volunteers who worked 89 hours and assisted 858 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through February 2010 the volunteers have assisted 281,085 visitors.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the TREND was sent out to ALL retirees again this issue.  The TREND contained two articles regarding SRBR which retirees needed to know about.

MONTHLY PROGRAM/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter announced the following speakers:  March, Stephen Greene and Kevin Eckery – Sweeney and Greene LLP; April, Bonnie Barnett – Optimal Hospice; May, Kathryn Hall – Senior Exercise and June is available.  Ginger is also looking for entertainment for our July Picnic.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel stated he had three items to cover.  One: he passed the message along regarding Northern Trust needing to put more explanation on the pension earning statement for changes in the amount of pension payments; two:  a corrected 1099R would be received by some retirees who retired on Disability - phone calls about this form should be referred to the KCERA office; three:  most retirees will be receiving a COLA this year and there was an excellent article explaining this in the last KCERA Newsletter.

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – PROGRAM ROLL OUT – After a lengthy discussion, a MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to postpone the scholarship project until November 2010 due to the SRBR situation, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received from Kern Federal Credit Union a notice of a CD maturing and 2 Statements, 1 receipt from the Post Office in mailing the TREND, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 notice from the Department of the Treasury, 1 change of address for a member, 7 County Newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 2 Postcard Advertisements from Hoffman Hospice, 1 letter from AON – Insurance from Pacific Group Insurance and 1 Thank You Card for Josie De La Torre for having sent a Get Well Card to Doris Smith.

OLD BUSINESS:
COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello stated there was very good attendance at the last meeting held on February 18, 2010.  President Phil Franey presented the history of SRBR to all attendees and Derek Robinson President of Kern County Fire Fighters Union gave his viewpoint of what he would like SRBR to be like in the future for new retirees.  To do what Derek is proposing would take a change in Legislation.  This is something the retirees are very much against.  There were questions from other attendees to both Phil and Derek for clarification.  It appeared the unions with representatives who have been with the county for an extended length of time felt very different from those who have worked fewer years.

WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC NAME CHANGE/UPDATE – After a short discussion a MOTION by Phil Franey to change the name of the PAC Committee to RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.

NEW REOKC BROCHURE – Mary Lou Bennett will be e-mailing the board for any ideas and after putting it together sending it out for everyone to see before the next meeting.

REOKC PENDING COMMUNICATIONS POLICY – President Phil Franey stated he sent an e-mail of the policy to our Board for review.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the policy as written and sent by e-mail, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.

REOKC RATIFY THE ACTION TAKEN FOR SRBR MATTERS – A MOTION was made by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to ratify the mailing of the SRBR Update and to  approve the Sweeney and Greene LLP Engagement Agreement, seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS:

INSURANCE BOOKLET – PACIFIC GROUP INSURANCE – Secretary Ginger Mello asked if the Board wanted to address the booklet Steve Pettee from Pacific Group put together for our membership on several insurances (dental, pet, vision, etc.).  President Phil Franey suggested Ginger contact Steve Pettee to attend our next Board Meeting to give information on this program.

ROOM SET UP FOR JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 2010 – Secretary Ginger Mello stated it is time to think about getting help to set up the hall this summer.  It was decided Ginger would contact General Services again this year, as we did last year, to set up the hall and report back at our next meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  President Phil Franey asked if everyone received the e-mail with the information on the Board of Supervisors’ Discretionary Fund and Mary Lou Bennett announced the Host/Hostess Program Luncheon would be on May 18, 2010.

MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:28 a.m., seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary

