RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

November 10, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT: Opal Hargis and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the October minutes as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Ginger Mello, Alternate Delegate gave the report written by David Merritt, Delegate who was not in attendance at our meeting today.  David made three points to watch out for in the future, 1.) use of spiking in calculating retirement benefits; 2.) other McCauley or Keith Richman initiatives; and 3.) loss of employer paid medical insurance.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of October there were 32 volunteers who worked 98 hours and assisted 929 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through October 2009 the volunteers have assisted 277,759 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced the speaker for the meeting today would be Bobby Bligh who will be telling about some of his military experiences.
NEWSLETTER - Mary Lou Bennett reported she had received her TREND before the 1st of November and had not heard of a member who had not received his or her TREND.
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel stated the next Retirement Seminar is scheduled for December 10th and President Jeanne Berkshire told him either she or our next President will be in attendance at the meeting.  While KCERA has been doing the beneficiary updates, they have become aware that a lot of members do not know about the death benefits.  Josiah has been asked to write an article for the KCERA newsletter on “Long Term Care Insurance”.  Josiah stated the County is considering this as a benefit for active employees.

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – In the absence of Chairman, Kathy Ponec-Ervin it was reported the article Kathy had written was inadvertently left out of the last TREND.  It was decided it would be best to publish it in the next TREND since we send it out to all retirees.    President Jeanne Berkshire announced she will report to the membership today the fact that the Board has been working on setting up a scholarship program all year and they can look forward to seeing information on it in the next TREND; to read it carefully so they will be informed and know how they want to vote on this program.

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October 2009.  She announced she had not paid the Hall’s bill for the last TREND because they have not billed it out.  The Post Office has changed their requirements for sending out bulk mail.  In the past, Hall’s only had to put one tab at the top of the TREND and now they are required to have three tabs – one on one side and two on the other side.  To complete this process, Hall’s will have to send each TREND through their machine three times, resulting in an additional charge of about $200.00 for each printing of the TREND.  MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to approve the Claims as Paid Report for October, seconded by Brenda Preston and CARRIED.  MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to allow the Treasurer to pay the larger expenses for printing and mailing the TREND and Mossman’s, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS -  In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received five county newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 2 Light Up a Life Hoffman Hospice Invitations, 1 World Ark Magazine and 1 The Most Important Gift Catalog in the World both from Heifer International, 1 letter from Jack Roth announcing his retirement, 1 check from the Kern County Auditors Office, 1 receipt from United States Postal Service mailing of the TREND, 1 Fortress statement, a letter from Hartford Insurance Company stating cancellation of our insurance and a check from Hartford Insurance Company in the amount reimbursed for insurance from August 12, 2009  to July 31, 2010.  President Jeanne Berkshire reported we had received an e-mail from Steve Pettee on Monday stating the new insurance policy is in his office which will be put in a binder and sent to Ginger’s home address.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) -  Secretary Ginger Mello reported the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 17th and as of this time it is not known where the meeting will be held.

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs was not in attendance at the meeting today.

PAC UPDATE – No Report

INSURANCE REPORT – See the update in Communications

BALLOTS ARE READY – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the ballots are ready for distribution at the meeting today.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated after the first table has gone up to get their lunch the ballots will be distributed.  She will get three people from the membership to count ballots.
JUNE MEETING DATE IS JUNE 7, 2010 – Secretary Ginger Mello reported Monday, June 7, 2010 is now on our reservation form from the Parks and Recreation Department for our June meeting, instead of on Tuesday the 8th which is Election Day.

NEW BUSINESS – No New Business

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Secretary Ginger Mello will be contacting Home Depot to see if we can get poinsettias for our Christmas luncheon.  Ginger will be typing up the Christmas invitations, Christmas programs and Directory and By-Laws and sending to Mary Lou Bennett for proofreading and printing.

President Jeanne Berkshire adjourned the meeting at 11:00 a.m.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

Ginger Mello, Secretary 
