RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

August 14, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Earlene Smith and Walter Stewart

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Belva Jared and Elinor Wells

MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the June minutes as read, seconded by Norman Briggs and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) –
Dave Merritt was not in attendance.  Secretary Ginger Mello gave the report for Dave.  A reminder that the PEBC meeting closest to Bakersfield will be held in Fresno on October 10th but the next two would be in San Jose on August 23rd and in Los Angeles on September 21st.  The fall conference will be held October 22 – 24, 2007 in Stockton.  As of July 18th they only had two speakers when they need five.  Ginger stated that our committee is working hard to come up with the ideas for speakers and are just as far along as Stockton.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of June there were 30 volunteers who worked 92 hours and assisted 1,038 visitors and for the month of July there were 33 volunteers who worked 100 hours and assisted 1,034 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through July 2007 the volunteers assisted 250,995 visitors.
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Roger Perez from North of the River Recreation and Park District would be our speaker.  The speaker for our September meeting will be Marilyn Verdugo, Program Coordinator, Lifeline of Mercy-Memorial Home Health.  Our speaker for October will be Paulanna Hodges, Health Benefits speaking on open enrollment and changes in our insurance benefits and premiums.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that she has the TREND ready for publication with the exception of John DeMario’s article.  The deadline is tomorrow.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported that SRBR3 benefits were on the retirement checks in July and that there would be Retirement Board elections in November.  Josiah asked if we were aware of the Union Proposal and some of the changes that were proposed by the County. 
 CRCEA CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – Secretary Ginger Mello and President Jeanne Berkshire reported that the committee has decided on a theme, secured our keynote speaker, Honor Guard/Flag Presentation and Entertainment.  Jeanne will be our Emcee for the Banquet.  Mary Lou Bennett has received little tins of mints from Starbucks for the goodie bags that each attendee will receive.  The theme is OLD WEST to the NEW FRONTIER – RETIREMENT as it SHOULD BE.  Norman Briggs suggested that we contact Liberty Mutual to be a sponsor.

TREASURER - Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for June and July 2007 and read the 2006 Audit Report letter from David Merritt.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Treasurer’s Report for June and July 2007, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims Report for June and July 2007, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to receive and file the Audit Report, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 8 County Newsletters, 3 letters from Bakersfield Homeless Center, 1 application for a Citi Card, a thank you letter from Hall Letter Shop, 1 Bank Statement and a copy of the insurance certificate for County Parks.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello stated that the next meeting would be held at Tailgaters, hosted by Kern County Firefighters Association on August 16th.  

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs reported that there are just less than 500 receiving the TREND on the web.  

PAC UPDATE – No report

FAIR SIGNUPS – President Jeanne Berkshire stated that she will have the forms and information at the meeting for members to sign up today.  

SOUND SYSTEM – Bill Barnhart reported that the November meeting will be his last meeting as he and Patti are moving to Rio Vista, CA.  He also announced that he needs a volunteer to learn how to put up and take down the sound system.  Jeanne stated that she would request a volunteer from the membership at the meeting.

JULY PICNIC RESPONSES - All comments were positive.  It was brought up that it was not as hot this year as last, entertainment was good and food was excellent.

NEW BUSINESS:

APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE – President Jeanne Berkshire appointed Bill Barnhart and Earlene Smith as the two Board members on the committee and Opal Hargis as one of the general members.  Jeanne will request two more general members to be appointed to this committee at our general meeting today.

OPEN POSITIONS ON THE BOARD – After discussion it was decided that we need 4 new directors on our Board.  Kathy Ponec-Ervin graciously agreed to replace Walter Stewart as 2nd Vice President as he felt it was time for him to step down.  We will need to replace Bill Barnhart (moving away), Paul Leonard (back to work), Kathy Ponec-Ervin (moving up) and Greg Salas who doesn’t wish to stay on the Board.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Norman Briggs brought up the fact that we are getting close to Open Enrollment for Health Benefits.  He reminded the Board that at the meeting last year with the County; they hinted at the fact that they are looking at carving out the under 65 retirees and putting them into a group of their own.  In doing this, their premiums would go up 2, 3 or 4 times what they are now.  If this is what the County does, the approximate 1,100 early retirees will have to change the type of health insurance that they have because they will not be able to afford the new premiums.  Norman stated that he thinks we need an article in the TREND that states this fact and the only way we can try to stop it would be to attend the Board of Supervisors meeting where they have this item on the agenda and let them know exactly how this is going to affect our members.

MOTION by Bill Barnhart to adjourn the meeting at 11:32 a.m., seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.       

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
