RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

April 8, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Dr. Dan Grabski, Opal Hargis, Josiah Vencel and Elinor Wells

MINUTES – MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the minutes as read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt, delegate was not in attendance.  Ginger Mello, alternate delegate stated the only thing she knew is that everybody is gearing up for the conference next week.  She also stated that President Bill Kirkwood would not be in attendance at the conference due to ill health.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of March there were 31 volunteers who worked 94 hours and assisted 1,043 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through March 2008 the volunteers assisted 259,020 visitors.  The luncheon for the volunteers will be held on April 29th.  
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Bob Iorio will be playing his accordion for our entertainment today.  Bob is a member of REOKC and plays on Friday and Saturday nights at Frugatti’s.  Earlene stated that we will have a panel discussion at our May meeting on the pros and cons of Reverse Mortgage.  The panel will consist of Mike Wilbur from Wells Fargo Bank, Larry Cox from The Law Offices of Young and Wooldridge, LLC and a CPA from Brown Armstrong Certified Public Accountants with Phil Franey as the Moderator.  It was decided that each speaker would have 10 minutes with a question and answer period to follow the speakers.  
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett stated she has been working on the newsletter and is waiting for one more article.  The Presidents column will be completed after the conference.  Mary Lou feels that the newsletter will be mailed out before the end of April.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported the KCERA newsletter has been mailed out to all members.  Josiah stated that the Retirement Board would be voting on a site at the corner of Stockdale Highway and Buena Vista to build a new office for KCERA.  He reported the COLA would be on the next retirement check.  Josiah stated that because of the new location of KCERA for some members there will be less access to KCERA and because of this KCERA is planning to be more interactive on the Web Site.  

MEMBERSHIP – No Report

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – Ginger Mello, Chair, stated that the final meeting would be held at President Jeanne Berkshire’s house at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, April 9th to finish stuffing the goody bags.  Ginger asked Josiah if KCERA has a 35 mm projector she could borrow for Monday afternoon of the conference, as back up for the keynote speaker.  Josiah didn’t know for sure but would let us know.
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March 2008.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Treasurer’s Report as read, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  Mary Lou stated David Merritt and Phil Franey did the Audit this year.  There were eight (8) areas in which they thought improvements could be made.  They are summarized below:

· Print all monthly reconciliation reports from the computer and keep with other records

· A person who has signed the signature card needs to sign the checks written to

the Treasurer

· Review the signature cards at the bank each year as new officers come on the

board

· Develop a policy of on-line-banking that includes, but is not limited to, who has access, password security, level of authority to transfer funds, and the audit trail available from the Credit Union regarding who initiated any specific transaction

· Reduce the cash held in the checking account

· Require guest speakers or entertainers, who are paid, present an invoice or have them personally sign the claim form

· It is suggested that a Travel Claim Form be utilized to document expenses

· Stipend amounts should be reviewed periodically to determine if they are appropriate to cover the expenses incurred in performing the tasks

Phil Franey stated the Treasurer is doing a great job.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to accept and file the Audit Report, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 7 County Newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center letter and 10 returned letters with postage due.

OLD BUSINESS:  

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) 

Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she has been in contact with the new Vice President of Kern County Prosecutors Association (KCPA) to find a date for the May meeting, the cost of which will be shared with the Kern County Sheriff Command Association (KCSCA).  Michelle Rogers, Vice President of KCPA will be out of the office all this week and Ginger will be at the conference the first three days of next week and will be in contact with Michelle the end of next week to seriously work on the May meeting.

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs stated that he and Tony Rizos will discuss the Web Site while playing golf on Saturday, April 12, 2008. 
PAC UPDATE - Norman Briggs requested that Mary Lou Bennett write an article for the TREND in an attempt to recruit someone for this position.  This would be someone with the interest and time to take on this position.
NEW BUSINESS:

RAFFLE TICKET DRUM – After a short discussion on the type and size of ticket drum a MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the purchasing of the Medium (16” x 12”) Brass-Plated Raffle Drum for $140, seconded by Norman Briggs and CARRIED.
Dr. Grabski attended the meeting today to discuss the article in The Bakersfield Californian regarding Dr. Jinadu’s retirement.  Dr. Grabski stated this article bothers him because it makes Kern County look bad, it makes the health system look bad and it makes the retirement system look bad.  Dr. Grabski felt the board could take some action on this matter.  After listening to Dr. Grabski and the comments made by several Board members, it was decided that our Board was not the group to do anything about this matter.

MOTION by Norman Briggs to adjourn the meeting at 11:13 a.m., seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary  
