RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

August 10, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston and Tony Rizos

OTHERS PRESENT:  Norman Briggs, Opal Hargis, Earlene Smith and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the June minutes as read, seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report for the months of June 2010 and July 2010.   MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to approve the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report for the months of June and July 2010, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of June there were 29 volunteers who worked 90 hours and assisted 799 visitors and for the month of July there were 29 volunteers who worked 88 hours and assisted 729 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through July 2010 the volunteers have assisted 285,283 visitors.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett stated she has received all the articles for the upcoming TREND except the President’s column and the Board of Retirement column.  She reminded the writers of these columns the deadline is August 15th.
CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – In the absence of delegate David Merritt, President Phil Franey reported David had e-mailed information on the upcoming CRCEA Executive Committee Meeting and tentative program for the 2010 CRCEA Fall Conference to be held in San Rafael from October 25th – 27th 2010.

MONTHLY PROGRAMS/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter announced Yolanda Prado from Kern County Aging and Adult Services would be the speaker at our meeting today.  Ms. Prado is to speak on Medicare Update 2010 and Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy.  Ginger stated for September the speaker would be Sean Kenny from Catholic Healthcare West speaking on Exercise and the Programs they have available.  For October Ginger is trying to get Susan Rooney from Kern County Health Benefits Office to speak on the 2011 health programs.  Josiah Vencel suggested a Blue Grass Band that might work out for entertainment at a future meeting.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported the office has received over 200 telephone calls regarding the letter about the Public Records Request and the fact KCERA will be complying with it.  KCERA will give the names and benefit amounts after providing reasonable notice to its retirees and beneficiaries regarding the decision to disclose this information.  Josiah stated KCERA has an E-Seminar on their Web Site which includes REOKC brochure and information about REOKC from December 2009.

President Phil Franey requested a motion to receive and file all committee reports; MOTION made by Jeanne Berkshire, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 1 Fortress Storage Statement, 1 Change of Address, 2 Kern Federal Credit Union Statements, 1 letter to a new member was returned, 1 Insurance bill, 3 thank you cards for Josie De La Torre, 9 County Newsletters, 2 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletters, 1 Lowe’s Card, 1 request for Luncheon Tickets for the July Bar-B-Que which should have been sent to Brenda Preston at her home address.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the next meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 18th and hosted by REOKC.  The meeting will be the first meeting to be held at the Training Facility at the Sheriff’s Department on Norris Road.  President Phil Franey stated he has attended some meetings with the unions and future CCEOK meetings should include items such as SRBR, Charter Initiative and Civil Service update.  Norman Briggs stated it would be a good idea to see if each of the unions would be willing to help finance the fight to protect SRBR. 
WEB PAGE – No Report

RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE – No Report

PACIFIC GROUP SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS - Mary Lou Bennett reminded all in attendance that she had e-mailed a report from the committee regarding their meeting with Steve Pettee, Pacific Group Agencies and Sheryl Lawrence and Brenda Greenwood from KCERA.  MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to support the decision to offer the supplemental benefits which Steve Pettee presented to the REOKC Board, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
INVENTORY OF ITEMS IN STORAGE BUILDING – Secretary Ginger Mello stated she had taken an inventory of the items in the storage building and would in the near future type it up and get it out to the Board.  Ginger gave a short report on items in the building.  President Phil Franey stated he would like Mary Lou Bennett and Ginger to get together and decide which items need to be kept and bring the list to the next Board meeting for review before taking the unnecessary items to a business that shreds documents.  

NEW BUSINESS:

NORTH OF THE RIVER RECREATION AND PARKS DISTRICT CONTRACT – Secretary Ginger Mello reported on the contract from NOR.  Ginger stated we could save a little money by reducing the number of hours we use the hall by one except for the month of December.  Ginger spoke with Lori from Mossman’s who stated that they usually don’t leave with the food until after 10:00 a.m. except in December.  Norman Briggs stated we should ask if we would get a discount if we were to prepay.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the contract with the reduction of hours for the main hall from 5 to 4 except for December, seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.
INSURANCE – CATERERS, COVERAGE AND COST – Secretary, Ginger Mello stated she spoke to Lori at Mossman’s who stated they do have liability insurance.  President Phil Franey requested that a copy of the declaration page of their policy be obtained.  He also inquired about the insurance coverage for the high school students who do the set up of the tables September through May each year.  Secretary, Ginger Mello will contact Ms. Ann Reynolds, counselor at North High who brings the students to do the set up.  Secretary, Ginger Mello also asked if we had given the students a contribution for the last half of the last school year.  Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett stated we had not yet given them a check.  Ginger will be giving them a check for past services next month.
PUBLIC REQUEST FOR RETIREE FILES UPDATE – This topic was covered under KCERA report by Josiah Vencel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Earlene Smith, retiree in attendance stated she has heard numerous complaints of the new way of SERVING LUNCH.  People do not like standing in line and would rather have the table numbers again.  President Phil Franey requested this item be on the next agenda.

Norman Briggs stated we need to increase our dues to $2.00 per month with $1.50 going to the Special Account.  Norm recalled when he asked at a prior meeting how many were in favor of increasing the dues, it was almost unanimous.  President Phil Franey requested this item be on the agenda also.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary 

