RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

February 10, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, David Merritt and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the January 2009 minutes as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt, delegate, handed Mary Lou Bennett, Treasurer, the bill for the 2009 dues which she had already paid.  Dave also had received the criteria for the round table discussion to be held at the Spring 2009 CRCEA Conference to be held in Ventura in April.  He also shared the Legislative Report from CRCEA which was very short.  
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of January there were 25 volunteers who worked 77 hours and assisted 715 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through January 2009 the volunteers assisted 269,269 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Sherry Gomez from Beale Library will be our speaker today.  Earlene also reported that for the month of March we will have the Grand Jury giving a presentation and in April the Cloggers will entertain us.  A discussion was held on a band to provide the entertainment for our July Picnic and it was decided that Norm Briggs would obtain more information on this group.    
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the deadline for the TREND is February 15th.  

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported this year the 2 ½% COLA will be on the April retirement checks.  
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of January 2009.  MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the Treasurer’s Report for January, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the Claims Report for January 2009, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.  Mary Lou gave a report on the budget for 2009.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the budget as presented, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, in January we received 4 County Newsletters, 1 Public Retirement Journal, 1 receipt for a permit from United States Postal Service, 1 1099-Int from Kern Federal Credit Union and 1 returned new retiree letter.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) Secretary Ginger Mello reported the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 17th at Marie Callender’s on California Avenue and hosted by Kern County Sheriff Command Association.

WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC UPDATE – Brenda Preston is still considering this big undertaking and will be having another discussion with Chuck Waide to get more information on a one on one.

SCHOLARSHIPS – After several comments from members regarding different scholarship programs, it was suggested that the Scholarship Committee meet and come back with a report for our March meeting.  Mary Lou Bennett commented that we will have to ask the General Members to approve using part of the money in our Special Account for Scholarship funding.     

SET UP/TEAR DOWN – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she had contacted Ann Reynolds, Counselor at North High School, about a way we can help the Interact Club financially.  Ms. Reynolds stated the only expense the Club has is purchasing gasoline to get to the areas where they perform services.  A scholarship was something that Ms. Reynolds was delighted in hearing about.  Phil Franey suggested Ginger find out what kind of fundraisers they have to enable us to set a line item in our budget for a certain amount to help them.  Ginger will find out what fundraiser they have that we can help them out with.  We will have to decide the amount and frequency of payment at a later meeting.
2009 QUICKEN SOFTWARE – Mary Lou Bennett stated that she will NOT be installing the 2009 Quicken Software on her computer.  It was not going to work for our organization and we get more reports with the software we have than the 2009 version can give us.

NEW BUSINESS:

MAILING OF REOKC Pens – Mary Lou Bennett reported that as of January 1st, it now costs $1.52 to mail the packet to new members.  Mary Lou suggested that we no longer mail out the pens, but instead bring them to our meeting and give out to new members.   MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to no longer include the ink pen in the packet sent to new members, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  It was decided to have the ink pens available at our meetings to be given to new members or first time attendees to our luncheons/meetings.

ANNOUNCEMENTS – President Jeanne Berkshire reported she had received a telephone call from a gentleman who is looking for people to help with drug tests. He thought that a county retiree might be interested in doing this.  There are 3 shifts and the pay is dependant upon which shift you work and there is compensation for driving which can cover all of Kern County and sometimes farther distances.  

Stephanie Lynch is volunteering with Age and Adult Services.  Stephanie sent a survey to Jeanne Berkshire requesting anyone in our group who is interested to fill it out and mail it in the envelope enclosed with the survey.  It was decided that Jeanne would announce the survey is available for anyone if they choose to do it.  

Secretary Ginger Mello reported she had a discussion with Jeff Frapwell, Director of General Services at the Christmas Luncheon regarding the ability to have handicap hand rails installed in the ladies restroom stalls.  A few days after our January meeting, she received a telephone call from an employee of General Services that he would like her to meet him at Norris Road Veterans Hall to decide where to install the hand rails.  President Jeanne Berkshire requested a thank you letter be sent to Jeff Frapwell.

MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:22 a.m., seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
