RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

June 7, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Josie De La Torre, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Julie Salley

OTHERS PRESENT:  Norman Briggs, Opal Hargis, Earlene Smith and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the May minutes as read, seconded by Julie Salley and CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT - Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of May 2010.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report, seconded by Julie Salley and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of May there were 29 volunteers who worked 88 hours and assisted 726 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through May 2010 the volunteers have assisted 283,755 visitors.  Mary Lou showed the Board the nice gift the volunteers were given by General Services for the work they do at the Information Booth at the County Administrative Center.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett stated the deadline for articles to go into the TREND is June 15th.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Mary Lou Bennett reported CRCEA has a new Secretary and his name is Leon “Sandy” Teague.

MONTHLY PROGRAMS/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter announced Camille Gavin from 60+ Club at California State University, Bakersfield would be the speaker at today’s meeting.  Ginger reported she had spoken to Ken Bausano who plays the saxophone and is retired from Kern County Fire Department. He charges $350 for his performances.  After a short discussion, a MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to have Ken start playing at 11:30 a.m. and REOKC would pay him $300 or less, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  Ginger stated for the month of August Yolanda Prado, from Kern County Aging and Adult Services Department would be our speaker.  President Phil Franey announced he would like to see a consumer advocate speak on Long-Term Care Insurance and Reverse Mortgage for future meetings.  Ginger is looking for speakers for future meetings after August.
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel stated the Retirement Seminar scheduled for June 17, 2010 has been cancelled by Kern County.  KCERA is working on putting the Retirement Seminars online.  President Phil Franey stated he would like to see KCERA and REOKC work together to host a retirement seminar in the evening or on a Saturday.  This is an idea that will require additional work.  Josiah announced there will be a random number of members who will receive a letter from the auditor performing their duties and the letters are only for the members to verify the information in the letters.  Not all members will be receiving the letters.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 1 letter to remove a name from our mailing list of a deceased member (which had been deleted prior to receiving the notice), 1 notice from Kern Federal Credit Union of a CD maturing, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union statement, 1 letter from the County Administration Officer regarding changes to the retiree health benefits, 1 Public Retirement Journal, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter and 6 County Newsletters.  Secretary Ginger Mello received at her home, a letter from the Kern County Parks and Recreation Department informing REOKC of the impending budget hearings being conducted by the County and the possibility of Norris Road Veterans Hall being closed or leased to the North of the River Recreation and Parks District.  After a discussion of the health benefit changes, Secretary Ginger Mello was requested to contact Susan Wells to send an e-mail of the letter and policy to Ginger for distribution to the rest of the Board members.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the meeting was held on May 26, 2010 and attended by a representative from each of the unions except Kern County Prosecutors Association.  The unions are in agreement: the offer from Kern County for the 2010 contract is NOT acceptable.  President Phil Franey reported the County is still trying to take away the funding for SRBR and then they asked the retirees to volunteer to work in the departments with vacant positions.  After a discussion regarding a permanent place to hold the CCEOK meetings, Mike Barnes from Kern County Sheriff Command Association volunteered the Sheriffs Training Facility.  Secretary Ginger Mello will work with the host union and Mike to schedule the meeting date.  For future meetings there will be a soft agenda for items to be discussed.

WEB PAGE – No Report

RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE – No Report

NEW REOKC BROCHURE – Mary Lou Bennett distributed the new brochure and stated she had ordered 500 brochures this time.  If we find we need more, we can order them later.  

PACIFIC GROUP SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS – Mary Lou Bennett stated the questions she had for Steve Pettee had been answered and the next step would be to meet with KCERA.  Mary Lou, Kathy Ponec-Ervin and Josie De La Torre will be meeting with Brenda and Cheryl from KCERA in the near future.

NEW BUSINESS:

UNION CONTRACT – Everybody should have received the county proposal to the unions for future negotiations.  As stated earlier, the unions are not in agreement with the county proposal.

VOLUNTEER WORK IN DEPARTMENTS – After extensive discussion, a MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to inform our members the Board has decided not to  participate and would encourage the members not to participate because the county is still attacking SRBR, seconded by Julie Salley and CARRIED.  During the discussion, it was stated our Board opposes the views of Kern County regarding SRBR and REOKC would like to be treated fairly and ethically.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Secretary Ginger Mello requested permission to destroy a large number of older REOKC brochures being stored at Fortress Storage Building by REOKC.  President Phil Franey stated he would like Ginger to take an inventory of the items being stored at Fortress.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
