RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

September 14, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:09 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy  Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Julie Salley

OTHERS PRESENT:  Earlene Smith and Josiah Vencel with John De Mario arriving late

MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the August minutes as read, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report for the month of August 2010.  MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to approve the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report for the month of August 2010, seconded by Jeanne Berkshire and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of August there were 37 volunteers who worked 112 hours and assisted 804 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through August 2010 the volunteers have assisted 286,087 visitors.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett stated the deadline for the next TREND is October 15th.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – President Phil Franey stated he had received an email from David Merritt stating he has decided that it would be in the best interest for himself and REOKC to resign as Delegate to CRCEA.  Phil stated Ginger Mello is willing to step into the delegate position vacated by David and Jeanne Berkshire is willing to replace Ginger as alternate delegate.  

MONTHLY PROGRAMS/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter announced Sean Kenny from CHW Mercy/Memorial Hospitals, Exercise Program, “Move to Improve” would be our speaker today.  Ginger stated for October the speaker would be Eric Barthel, Health Benefits Consultant for Kern County speaking on the health programs for 2011; November we will hear Sandy Morris, Bakersfield Police Department speaking on holiday safety and Ginger would like to get Dennis Wilson to play his saxophone for our Christmas luncheon.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel requested when the open enrollment for health benefits start, please remind the retirees to contact the Health Benefits Office, not KCERA.  He also reminded everybody of the fact that KCERA would be releasing information on pensions today.  There would be no birthdates, no addresses, no telephone numbers or social security numbers given out in the report.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 8 County Newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 change of address, 1 Del Taco coupons, 1 Southern California Meeting and Events Magazine, 1 Certificate of Pre-Maturity Notice for a CD from Kern Federal Credit Union, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union Statement, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 Hall Letter Shop Statement, 1 letter from United States Postal Services re: Intelligent Mail Services and 1 invitation to the CRCEA delegate to a meeting in Ventura County.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported on the last meeting which was held August 18, 2010. The main concern was the attempt to get information out to the public on the truth of retiree pensions and the active employees’ contributions toward their health benefits and retirement.  It was decided the group in whole would be very interested in starting a campaign to make the public aware of some of these things.

WEB PAGE – No Report

RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE – No Report

PACIFIC GROUP SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS – Mary Lou Bennett stated that the project has been approved by the Retirement Board and KCERA.  Mary Lou will contact KCERA and notify Steve Pettee with Pacific Group to see what the next step will be.

INVENTORY OF ITEMS IN STORAGE BUILDING – RECORD RETENTION/DESTRUCTION – Secretary Ginger Mello stated she and Mary Lou Bennett looked over the list of items in the storage building.  They marked many items to be shredded (old checks, check registers, membership rosters, receipts for money transfers, financial statements and budget reports).  Items to keep would be all Minutes and items which could be used in the future.  Secretary Ginger Mello stated she would be willing to contact BARC to see if they could do the shredding if Ginger brought the items to them.  A discussion was held on looking into getting a storage building close to Norris Road Veterans Hall for easy access for all those who need to use it.  Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett stated The Fortress (current storage building) is paid up through October 31, 2010.  A MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin for Mary Lou Bennett or Ginger Mello to find a storage building closer to Norris Road Veterans Hall and rent it with the prior approval of the Board, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS – OPEN POSITIONS & VOTING PROCEDURES - President Phil Franey appointed Jeanne Berkshire committee chairperson and Ginger Carpenter as the other Board member to be on the committee with Earlene Smith as one of the general members.  It was decided we need to have a 1st and 2nd Vice President along with 2 directors.  Alan Annis stated he would be willing to run for his position again.  Secretary Ginger Mello previously emailed the procedures for voting to all Board members;  there was very little discussion.

UPDATE ON CONTRACT – Secretary Ginger Mello asked if we should have a contract with North of the River Recreation and Parks Department for the use of the Hall?  President Phil Franey stated YES!  Ginger stated she will contact NOR and take care of it before our next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

TIMING OF LUNCH – Comments were made by board members and the public regarding what our members have been saying about lining up for lunch.  It was decided we would continue to serve lunch at 11:15 a.m.

LETTERHEAD UPDATE – After a discussion regarding whether the letterhead should have a statement of membership in CRCEA, MOTION made by Julie Salley to approve the new letterhead as circulated by email, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.

INCREASE OF DUES – REVENUE ANALYSIS FOR $1 - $3 – President Phil Franey requested Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett work up an analysis for the October meeting showing the differences increases in dues would make in the Special Account.

VOLUNTEERS FOR COOLING CENTERS – Mary Lou Bennett reported she had received a telephone call from General Services asking if REOKC would help staff the Cooling Centers from 1 p.m. until 8 p.m. on days when temperatures are suppose to be 105 degrees or more and to establish a volunteer plan for next year.  It was decided to put a small article in the TREND with contact information regarding volunteers but that REOKC would not be the coordinators for this service.

VOLUNTEERS FOR COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP – Community Action Partnership provides the volunteers to help seniors and low income people do their income taxes.  It was decided this would be included in the TREND along with the Cooling Centers stated above.

RATIFY CRCEA DELEGATE APPOINTMENTS – After a short discussion, a MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to ratify the appointments of Ginger Mello, CRCEA delegate and Jeanne Berkshire as the alternate, seconded by Julie Salley and CARRIED.
CRCEA CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE APPROVAL – Again after a short discussion, a MOTION by Julie Salley to approve Ginger and Jeanne going to the CRCEA Fall conference, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  President Phil Franey will be attending the conference as a representative of KCERA.

INSURANCE RATE INCREASE AND 2011 W2 INCLUSION OF HEALTH PREMIUMS – President Phil Franey stated the major companies providing health benefits will increase their insurance rates.  He also stated it looks like not only the Medicare retirees but also retirees under the age of 65 would have the value of their health insurance premiums included on their W2’s in 2011.

9/14/10 RELEASE OF RETIREE PENSION INFORMATION –See KCERA report in these minutes.

UPDATE MEETINGS WITH COUNTY EMPLOYEE GROUPS – PUBLIC EDUCATION – Secretary Ginger Mello reported she and Jeanne Berkshire had attended a meeting with members of CCEOK to listen to Corum Communication and a meeting to listen to Lavell Communications.  CCEOK members hope to educate the public on a few thoughts, such as, what benefits county employees are paying, why some county employees are not paying for benefits, and that there are some county employees who work full time and still qualify for food stamps.    Corum Communications had to be thoroughly educated by the members on what actually is happening in Kern County where Lavell has worked in Kern County before and knows a lot of background on the issues.  President Phil Franey stated REOKC would be willing to provide some funding so long as retirees would be getting some acknowledgement at the same time.

RETIREMENT BOARD ELECTION FOR PRIMARY AND ALTERNATE – President Phil Franey reported Norman Briggs would once again running for the RB position and that he, Phil, would again be running for alternate.  Phil also stated both he and Norman needed to get signatures of KCERA members to turn into the County Election Department.  Ginger was getting signatures for Norman as he wasn’t in attendance and Phil was getting his own signatures.

ANNOUNCEMENTS – John De Mario stated he would like to see the death benefit be increased from $3,000 to $5,000 which SRBR should be able to do with the excess earnings.  He also stated that SRBR should be able to fund the death benefits 100% in perpetuity but that Norman Briggs would be able to give more information on whether that would be the case.

MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m., seconded by Julie Salley and CARRIED.  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
