RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

April 13, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Phil Franey.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Josie De La Torre, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, and  Tony Rizos

OTHERS PRESENT:  Norman Briggs, Opal Hargis, David Merritt, Stephen Pettee and Josiah Vencel

Prior to the regular Board Meeting, Stephen Pettee, Pacific Group Agencies, Inc. spoke to the Board about the Supplemental Benefits Brochure available to REOKC members from Pacific Group Agencies, Inc.  This brochure contains information on Dental, Vision and Pet Insurance, Pre-paid Legal Services, Identity Theft Shield, Personal Accident & Secure Travel, and HearPO (for hearing aids).  If and when this plan is implemented, a letter would be included in the brochure stating REOKC endorses the plan, with the revision date of May 2010, and members would only purchase what they wanted with nothing being mandatory.  After Stephen had completed explaining the plan, he returned to his office.  After discussion by the Board, MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to move forward with the Supplemental Benefits offered by Pacific Group Agencies, Inc., seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  President Phil Franey appointed a Retiree Supplemental Insurance Committee to work out the logistics of how to implement the plan and get it up and going.  Those appointed to the committee were:  Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Chairman, Mary Lou Bennett and Josie De La Torre.  
MINUTES – MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to accept the March minutes as read, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March 2010.  Mary Lou discussed a Special Account Certificate of Deposit which will be maturing on April 15, 2010 and requested the Board approve the transfer of the money in the CD to the Special Account for use in making payments for legal services rendered.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Claims Paid Report and the transferring of the CD to the Special Account, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.    Mary Lou Bennett reported on the Audit performed by David Merritt and Julie Salley on April 3, 2010.  President Phil Franey requested Secretary Ginger Mello put the Audit Report on the agenda for May and send the Audit Report out with the Agenda for the Board’s review.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of March there were 35 volunteers who worked 106 hours and assisted 917 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through March 2010 the volunteers have assisted 282,002 visitors.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the deadline for the TREND is April 15th and she hopes to have it out by the first of May.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Delegate David Merritt announced he will not be attending the Spring Conference in Santa Barbara later this month due to family issues and will not be able to attend another  REOKC meeting until October.  Mary Lou Bennett and Jeanne Berkshire will be attending the conference in place of David and Alternate Delegate Ginger Mello.  Norman Briggs and Phil Franey will be at the conference representing the Retirement Board.  David stated Norman and Phil need to be prepared to answer questions regarding SRBR.  Norman and Phil will have a conflict on April 28th when the Business Meeting is held at the conference because of a Retirement Board Meeting taking place in Bakersfield.

MONTHLY PROGRAM/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter announced the following speakers:  April, Bonnie Barnett – Optimal Hospice; May, Kathryn Hall – Senior Exercise; June, Camille Gavin – 60 Plus Club from Cal State Bakersfield; August, Yolanda Prado – Kern County Aging and Adult Services Department.   Ginger is still looking for the perfect entertainment for the July Picnic.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) -  Josiah Vencel reported all members should have received a letter from KCERA informing them of an ex-employee having committed identity theft of a retiree.  He stated it was best for all members to get a free credit report by calling 1-866-322-8228 (it was later discovered the correct number to be 1-877-322-8228) or go online to www.annualcreditreport.com.  Josiah also reminded the Board that some of the new retirees would not receive a COLA this year.  The next Retirement Seminar will be held on June 17th and he needs some of the REOKC brochures.  Josiah was assured they would be ready for him in time for the Seminar.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received from Kern Federal Credit Union a notice of a CD maturing, statement, the changing of a CD and a Online Banking PIN Change Notice; 1 USPS Receipt in mailing of the TREND; 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter and 6 County Newsletters.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello stated she had sent an e-mail to Alex Bernard, General Manager of KLEA regarding a date for the next meeting in May.  KLEA will be hosting the meeting.

WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs stated he was making a date with Tony Rizos in order  to turn the Web Page over to him.
RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE – At the Retirement Board Meeting the SRBR issue was sent back to the Audit Committee and the next meeting will be April 28th.  Norman Briggs stated he feels Kern County will continue to pursue the SRBR issue.  It looks like the 50 cents going into the Special Account will not be enough to cover all the legal expenses; a possible increase in our dues maybe necessary in the near future.  It is possible that Kern County is currently looking for an opinion in their favor.

NEW REOKC BROCHURE – The brochure had been sent to all Board members for them to check out.  At this time, please send any ideas to Mary Lou Bennett.

REOKC RATIFY THE ACTION TAKEN FOR FOSTER HOME PROJECT – This item was taken care of by e-mail.  MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to approve having the speakers for the Foster Home Project at our meeting today, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  

ROOM SETUP FOR JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 2010 – Secretary Ginger Mello read the e-mail she had received from Kathryn Stobert, General Services regarding the setup for the summer.  The room will be setup by General Services by 9:30 a.m. and the Parks Department will take down beginning at approximately 1:30 p.m. at each of the meetings.

At this time, President Phil Franey stated he should have brought the issue of the new way of serving lunch to the Board and apologized for having taken it upon himself to make the change with a little input from a couple of Board members.

NEW BUSINESS:  None

MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to adjourn the meeting at 11:47 a.m., seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary        
