RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

January 12, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by President Phil Franey.
ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Josie De La Torre, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Julie Salley

OTHERS PRESENT:  Norman Briggs, David Merritt, Earlene Smith, Betty Stewart and Walter Stewart

MINUTES – MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to accept the November minutes as read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.  

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November and December 2009.  Bottom line is we stayed within our budget for the year ending December 31, 2009.  MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Claims Paid Report for the months of November and December, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of November there were 30 volunteers who worked 89 hours and assisted 910 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  For the month of December there were 31 volunteers who worked 95 hours and assisted 944 visitors.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through December 2009 the volunteers have assisted 279,613 visitors.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the post office has new restrictions on abbreviations for bulk mail.  She has to go to a web site to look at the restrictions and try to weed out all the addresses plus households with more than one member so that only one TREND is received at any one home.  There are now over 627 members receiving their TREND by e-mail.  
CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – David Merritt reported at the moment there is NO Bad News but at the same time there is NO Good News either.  As information gets to Dave, he in turn sends it to Ginger Mello, Phil Franey and Jeanne Berkshire.  
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter announced the speaker who was scheduled for today cancelled last week.  With the help of Jeanne Berkshire and Michelle Watson (KFCU) she secured Sandy Morris, Bakersfield Police Department to speak today on Identity Theft, Fraud and Scams.  

SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS -   President Phil Franey commented on topics which would be good for future programs.  1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter stated the entertainment for February will be Raymond McDonald who has been scheduled for past meetings but has been shuffled around to accommodate other speakers.  Topics of interest for retirees could be mental health, nutrition, and assisted living.  President Phil Franey spoke on the fact REOKC has exhausted their supply of brochures which are given to all participants at Retirement Seminars.  Phil stated he feels we need to have a brochure committee to put together the next brochure.  Phil thinks maybe we should have a cover page stating what department people worked in and the rest having the information as the current brochure.  We need to use it as a marketing tool.  Mary Lou Bennett and Julie Salley will work together to come up with something and a committee will be appointed next meeting.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – President Phil Franey stated he was to get an e-mail from Josiah Vencel who could not be in attendance at the meeting today.  Phil had not received the e-mail at this point.

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – Secretary Ginger Mello stated Kathy Ponec-Ervin would not be able to attend the meeting today due to illness.  After a discussion it was decided Norman Briggs would give a report to the general membership today about the program and answer questions.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 Thank You letter from Hall’s Letter Shop, 6 County Newsletters, 1 REOKC Newsletter, 1 letter from CRCEA Treasurer, 1 receipt from USPS for mailing of the TREND, 2 checks in the amount of $4.00 for dues from the Auditor Controller, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 Hall Letter Statement and 1 Kern Federal Credit Statement.  Also, Norman Briggs received 2 packets from the CAO’s office on Insurances.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) -  Secretary Ginger Mello stated the last meeting was held in November and it was pretty quiet other than all participants agreed the County was trying to take away things and not willing to give anything.  The next meeting will be in February hosted by Kern County Probation Officers Association.  It was decided to make Jeanne Berkshire a 4th member of REOKC for this group.
WEB PAGE – Norman Briggs stated he needs to turn over the Web Site to Tony Rizos who has agreed to take it over.  Norman also stated he thinks the Board needs to develop a policy on what we put on the Web Site as far as information.  After discussion it was decided President Phil Franey and Secretary Ginger Mello would work on the policy and it will be discussed further at our next meeting.  
PAC UPDATE – After extensive discussion on how important a PAC would be, President Phil Franey stated he was going to appoint a committee for the PAC.  The appointed members were Norman Briggs, chairman; Phil Franey, David Merritt, Julie Salley and Ginger Mello as Secretary.  

NEW BUSINESS:  
ESTATE PLANNING WORKSHOP AT KERN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION – President Phil Franey announced there would be an estate planning workshop held at the Kern Federal Credit Union.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  President Phil Franey congratulated Norman Briggs as Chairman of the Retirement Board this year.  Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett asked Phil if he wanted to be on the checking account.  After some discussion, MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to leave the existing names on the checking account for the time being, seconded by Jeanne Berkshire and CARRIED.
MOTION by Tony Rizos to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m, seconded by Alan Annis and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
