RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

May 11, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by Past President Jeanne Berkshire in the absence of President Phil Franey and 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Josie De La Torre, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Tony Rizos and Julie Salley

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Julie Salley to accept the April minutes as read, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of April 2010.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Claims Paid Report, seconded by Julie Salley and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to accept and file the 2009 Audit Report with the Secretary, seconded by Josie De La Torre and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of April there were 31 volunteers who worked 94 hours and assisted 1,027 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through April 2010 the volunteers have assisted 283,029 visitors.  Mary Lou stated the “Thank You” luncheon for the volunteers will be held on Tuesday, May 18, 2010.

NEWSLETTER – The deadline for articles for the next TREND will be June 15, 2010.
CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Mary Lou Bennett gave a little background information on CRCEA – 7 founding counties, of which Kern was one; their main purpose was to promote the welfare of county retirees and beneficiaries.  Mary Lou gave the report for the Spring Conference in the absence of both delegates, David Merritt and Ginger Mello.  From 1971 – 1987 CRCEA Legislative Committee drafted and sponsored 36 bills in Sacramento which all became law.  One of the first bills to pass provided for the election of a retiree on the Retirement Board.  There is a Push Back Project that is being considered to show positive press for retirees.  It was stated that investments are the major contributions for pensions.  A couple of the presentations were:  Medicare/Health Reform, any questions call HICAP and Health Care Reform, which is too early to predict the outcome.  There are numerous ongoing lawsuits and possible lawsuits in several of the 1937 Act Counties.  Mary Lou stated overall it was a good conference and there is a lot of work in progress.  There was a discussion on improving the presumption of retiree pensions by the public.
MONTHLY PROGRAMS/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – In the absence of 1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter, it was announced Jennifer Patino from Cal State Extended Studies (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute) would give a short overview of her program in addition to our scheduled presentation, “Exercise for Seniors” by Katherine Hall.  

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel stated the next Retirement Seminar will be held on June 17, 2010 and Past President Jeanne Berkshire will be replacing President Phil Franey at the Seminar.  Josiah also stated in Norman Briggs article in the May-June TREND, three zeros (000) need to be added to the Total Fund Attribution report of the 2008 losses and 2009 gains.  These are in the first paragraph, lines 7 and 9.  When asked about the new building, Josiah answered it is coming along.  The new office will be at the corner of Buena Vista Road and River Run in southwest Bakersfield.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received a Del Taco Advertisement, 1 Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive from the Postal Department, 2 CD Maturity Letters from Kern Federal Credit Union, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 AON Letter, 1 letter requesting cancellation of the TREND, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union Statements, 1 package of labels ordered by Josie De La Torre to send out cards for Sunshine duties and 6 County Newsletters.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the next meeting will be held on May 26, 2010 but at this time it is not known where.  KLEA will be hosting the meeting and Ginger is in communication with them to decide on where to hold the meeting. 

WEB PAGE – No report due to the absence of Norman Briggs

RETIREE BENEFITS COMMITTEE – No Report due to the absence of Norman Briggs

NEW REOKC BROCHURE – Mary Lou Bennett reported she had sent out the written part of the Brochure to all Board members and had not received any comments.  At this time, it only needs new pictures and she plans to have it to the printer by June 1st which should be in plenty of time to receive them before the Retirement Seminar.

PACIFIC GROUP SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS – Mary Lou Bennett reported she had been doing some investigating at the CRCEA Conference regarding how other counties have implemented the program.  Mary Lou stated we would need a waiver from the printing company that Steve Pettee uses for the company to send out the introductory letter and brochure.  The Board directed the committee to finalize the program and present it to the Board at the June meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:  None

MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to adjourn the meeting at 11:11 a.m., seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
