RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

March 9, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Phil Franey.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  The President, without discussing with the Board, addressed the membership regarding being able to eat lunch as they enter the hall between 11:15 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.  A vote by show of hands by the attending members indicated they were in favor.  Starting at the April 13, 2010 meeting, upon entering the hall attendees can get their lunch, sit down and eat.  There were three new members who each had worked between 31 and 37 years for the County at our meeting today.  President Phil Franey presented Past President Jeanne Berkshire with a gift card from Barnes and Noble Bookstore in appreciation for her three years as President of REOKC.  President Phil Franey introduced Mr. Stephen Greene from Sweeney and Greene LLP as our speaker today.  REOKC has retained this group to represent retirees of Kern County in litigation if necessary.  Mr. Greene explained to the membership the way SRBR is written in law, it is a fixed structure. He stated it appears the Board of Supervisors may try to change the law.  There is a 30 page legal opinion stating SRBR is a vested right in the way it is set up.  Mr. Kevin Eckery, a public relations employee of Sweeney and Greene accompanied Mr. Greene.  Mr. Eckery stated he will try to prevent it from going into Court but will fight it if it does go into Court.  In the future, the membership may be asked to help with e-mails or letters to the Editor.  The most important thing members can do at this time is keep their ears and eyes open.

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for February 28, 2010.  The total REOKC membership as of February 28, 2010 was 4,173.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of February there were 29 volunteers who worked 89 hours and assisted 858 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through February 28, 2010 is 281,085.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the TREND was out early and members had time to make their reservations for lunch today.

CRCEA – No Report

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported she had received 14 pair of glasses and 6 eyeglass cases since her January report.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she sent two sympathy cards and six get well cards this past month.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Family Scholarship Program – Program Roll Out – President Phil Franey announced the Board has been working on the Scholarship Program but due to the SRBR crisis it has been postponed until November 2010.

· SRBR Update – President Phil Franey only added one comment to what was reported by Mr. Stephen Greene earlier in the meeting and that was it is illegal and unconstitutional to stop the SRBR.
NEW BUSINESS:  No New Business

The attendance prize was won by Roberta Guyon.  For the drawing, there were four gifts donated by Kern Federal Credit Union, 41 cups of $10.00 each and 4 cups of $15.00 each.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 17th day of March, 2010.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
