RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

October 9, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Norman Briggs and a moment of silence was held.  In attendance today were eight new members or first time attendees.  Michelle Watson and Amiee Brannen from Kern Federal Credit Union brought 4 cheese bags.  Michelle complimented our organization on the fact that this is the largest group she has seen since she has been coming to our meetings.  Michelle stated that she had rate sheets which have a special 5 month CD with a 5.35% interest and some newsletters with her and she also announced a Credit Card Seminar to be held at the Credit Union and for more information, please contact the Credit Union.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Paulanna Hodges from the Health Benefits Office for Kern County.  Paulanna announced that the Health Benefits Fair would be held on November 1st in the Board of Supervisors chambers beginning at 1:00 p.m.  Open enrollment for Health Insurance closes on November 16th.  This year there is an offer for Vision Care.  Vision Service Plan (VSP) is a separate plan not associated with the county but is available for individuals that happen to be county retirees; however premiums cannot be without from retirement checks.  
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for September 30, 2007 which showed that REOKC membership as of September 30, 2007 was 3,812.

CRCEA – Delegate David Merritt was not in attendance at this meeting.

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 15 pair of glasses and 15 eye glass cases since her September report.  

SUNSHINE – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that Belva Jared has resigned as the Sunshine volunteer and we need someone who would be willing to take over that position.  Josie DeLaTorre volunteered immediately and gave her phone number (661-871-8756) so the membership can contact her with names and addresses of those to whom cards should be mailed.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of September there were 27 volunteers who worked 81 hours and assisted 761 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through September 2007 is 252,742.  Mary Lou stated that she is having a problem getting volunteers to work the information desk and would really appreciate getting more volunteers.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that she is hoping to get the upcoming TREND to the printer by October 20th and out to the members on time.
OLD BUSINESS:  President Jeanne Berkshire reminded the members who have payroll deduction for lunches need to check in with Doris Smith when they come into the building so that Doris can make sure that her numbers balance.

FAIR REPORT – President Jeanne Berkshire reported that she had 50 retirees as volunteer workers and we had great weather this year.  All volunteers will receive a ticket to the December Luncheon at Harvest Hall.  Also 25 volunteers are payroll deductions for lunch therefore they will receive a $10.00 refund.  
THINGS FOR GOODIE BAGS – President Jeanne Berkshire gave a big thank you to those who have donated items for the goodie bags for the conference in April.  Kathy Ponec-Ervin requested receiving any space related items and boots.  These are items that may not be able to be given back to the donor.

NEED HELP WITH NEW SOUND SYSTEM – We are still looking for someone to help set up and take down the new sound system.
POSSIBLE MOVE TO NORRIS ROAD - It was announced that we are beginning to outgrow this building and that beginning in January 2008 it is very likely that we will be meeting at the Norris Road Veterans Hall.

NEW BUSINESS:

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE SLATE – President Jeanne Berkshire introduced seven members who are running for the four open board positions.  They are Tony Rizos, Phil Franey, Barbara Goodlow, Sally Ruiz, Brenda Preston, Ginger Carpenter and Vivian Kuhn.  Jeanne opened it up for nominations from the floor.  As there were no nominations from the floor, these are the seven candidates that will be on the ballot.

President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Phil Franey and Ed Nance as candidates for the retiree alternate position on the Board of Retirement and gave each of them a 2 minute time limit to introduce themselves.

The attendance prize was won by Janice M. White.  There were 4 Cheese Bags donated by Kern Federal Credit Union, 2 cups of $10.00 each and 51 cups of $5.00 each.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 11th day of October, 2007.

Ginger Mello, Secretary 
