RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

February 12, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were 2 new members and 1 guest at our meeting today.  President Jeanne Berkshire dismissed the head table and the handicapped to get their lunch.  After lunch Jeanne introduced Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union.  Michelle introduced Nancy McKinley, Mortgage Manager at Kern Federal.  There will be a Homebuyers Workshop on February 21, 2008 at Kern Federal given by Michelle and Nancy.  Michelle announced that there are numerous IRS scams taking place so be very careful. Michelle announced the Annual Meeting will be held at Hodel’s on April 24th and members need to RSVP.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Joe de Kehoe, a retired geologist who was to speak on the history of Route 66 and the Mojave Desert.  It was a very interesting presentation. Mr. de Kehoe told about the ability to actually drive on parts of Route 66 in the area of Barstow and Ludlow.  There is one area that you will drive for over 100 miles without seeing a gas station, so be prepared.  The new name for Route 66 in the Barstow area is now called National Trails Highway.  Several members asked questions on how good the road is for traveling.  
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for January 31, 2008.  The total REOKC membership as of January 31, 2008 was 3,844.

CRCEA – Dave Merritt was not in attendance today.  No report.
EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 12 pair of glasses and 16 eye glass cases since her January report.

SUNSHINE –Josie De La Torre reported she sent out 1 Sympathy Card and 1 Get Well Card during the month.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of January there were 31 volunteers who worked 94 hours and assisted 1,064 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through January 2008 is 256,845.  A thank you luncheon for late April is being planned by the General Services Department for the host and hostesses and more information will be available at a later date.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the deadline for articles for the next TREND is Friday, February 15, 2008 and she is waiting for a couple of things.
OLD BUSINESS:

President Jeanne Berkshire announced that the next CRCEA Spring Conference Meeting is Tuesday, February 19th at Jeanne’s house. This meeting will be to stuff registration packets.  

THINGS FOR GOODIE BAGS - March is the last month that we will be accepting items for our goodie bags, baskets and cowboy boots.
NEW BUSINESS:  No new business
The attendance prize was won by Voncile Hendricks.  For the drawing, 3 cups of $10.00 each and 51 cups of $5.00 each, and 4 caps and 4 Wine and Cheese Bags from Kern Federal Credit Union were given away.  President Jeanne Berkshire announced that she would call raffle tickets for awhile and then would call a number for the Hodel’s dinner gift certificate and then return to the raffle tickets.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 17th day of February, 2008.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
