RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

August 10, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 12:07 p.m. by President Phil Franey.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were five members who had never attended a meeting before and they each received a REOKC pen.  Steve West, Kern Federal Credit Union, reminded all attendees of a new Federal Regulation that will take effect on Sunday, August 15, 2010.  This regulation will effect all financial institutions.  If you use overdraft on your account, you need to talk to your financial institution to continue having the overdraft.  Sheila Roth, retiree, spoke on the Community Reading Program for the schools.  1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter introduced Yolanda Prado from Kern County Aging and Adult Services who spoke on Medicare Update 2010, Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy.  Yolanda gave a very informative report on different aspects of Medicare and Health Insurance.

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for June and July 2010 and the total REOKC membership as of June 30, 2010 was 4,228 and the total as of July 31, 2010 was 4,247.  Mary Lou stated about 70% of retirees are joining REOKC.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett announced the TREND should be in the mail in a couple of weeks and hopefully before the 1st of September.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of June there were 29 volunteers who worked 90 hours and assisted 799 visitors to the County Administrative Center and for the month of July there were 29 volunteers who worked 88 hours and assisted 729 visitors.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through July 31, 2010 is 285,283.

CRCEA – No Report

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath has had to resign as the Eye Glass coordinator because of her health.  Nettie Collins has been very gracious to volunteer to replace her.  There was no report this month, but Nettie will have one for our next meeting.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre was not in attendance today, but Jeanne Berkshire gave her report.  Josie sent out 16 Get Well Cards and 5 Sympathy Cards since her last report.  Jeanne stated Josie needs some cards sent her way since she recently had surgery.

OLD BUSINESS:

SRBR UPDATE – Norman Briggs reported that REOKC has been successful thus far but the fight is not over.
NEW BUSINESS:

PUBLIC REQUEST FOR RETIREE FILE DATE UPDATE – Norman Briggs gave a short report on the letter all retirees and beneficiaries should have received regarding the fact that KCERA will be releasing names and benefit amounts of retiree and beneficiaries after providing reasonable notice.  There were numerous questions from attendees regarding what information will be available on the internet.  Norman stated that 47% of retirees receive less than $20,000 per year.

President Phil Franey stated everybody needs to pay close attention to an article which will be in the TREND regarding election of REOKC officers/directors.

The attendance prize was won by Greg Greenleaf.  For the drawing, there was 1 Cap, 1 Coffee Mug and 2 packets of cappuccino and a Tote for carrying Cheese and Wine from Kern Federal Credit Union; 37 cups of $10.00 each and 1 cup with $20.00.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 15th day of August 2010.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
