RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

June 10, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 12:03 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Norman Briggs and a moment of silence was held.  Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union introduced Linda Factory as the new downtown branch manager.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Darlyn Baker from Interim HealthCare.  Darlyn stated that she was an RN for 27 years and in 1993 she decided to leave the hospital setting and opened Interim HealthCare.  Interim HealthCare provides home care for individuals primarily in Bakersfield but also in outlying areas.  Interim HealthCare has two divisions – one offers nursing or physical therapy at home coverage of which could be determined by your insurance companies; and the other is non-nursing services (homemaker/personal assistant/companion) of which you have full control, not the insurance companies.  Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union re-introduced Linda Factory and gave a little background on Linda.  Michelle announced a car sale this summer from June 27th to July 7th.  Darlene Kindelberger, Vice President of Marketing was at a conference where it was stated that there has never been a taxpayer bailout off a Credit Union.  
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for May 31, 2008.  The total REOKC membership as of May 31, 2008 was 3,919.  Mary Lou stated there were 60 new retirees and 48 became members of REOKC which is 80% of the new retirees.

CRCEA – Ginger Mello, alternate delegate, gave a report in the absence of David Merritt, delegate.  Ginger reported AB 1844 and SB 1123 are moving right along through legislation.  These two bills were written as a result of PEBC.  The CRCEA bill (AB 2526) is also moving along through the long process with no dissenting votes.
EYEGLASS – Since her April report, Helen Heath has collected 14 pair of glasses and 8 eyeglass cases.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she sent out a get well card to Ginger Mello, a sympathy card to the Valadez family and an encouragement card to Kathy Ponec-Ervin.  President Jeanne Berkshire announced she asked Josie to send a card to the family of Bill Kirkwood, CRCEA President who passed away one month after our conference.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of May there were 33 volunteers who worked 100 hours and assisted 926 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through May 2008 is 261,179.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the deadline for articles for the next TREND is June 15th.    

OLD BUSINESS:

President Jeanne Berkshire announced REOKC will not be working at the Kern County Fair this year.  We will be having all of our meetings at the Norris Road Veterans’ Hall.  Jeanne also announced if any members received a survey in the mail from KCERA, please send it back by June 30th.  She also reminded our members they could fill out the survey online.  

NEW BUSINESS:
President Jeanne Berkshire announced there will be 5 computers to be raffled off at our July Picnic.  The computers are being raffled “as is” and winners will have to pick them up at the KCERA office.  The raffle tickets will be $1.00 each for the computers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
President Jeanne Berkshire announced to please bring $1.00 and $5.00 to use for the raffle tickets.  It is too difficult to get the change for a $20.00 bill.  Another reminder is the bowl sitting on the raffle ticket table is for the homeless.  Once a year Mary Lou sends a check for the amount collected all year to the Homeless Shelter.

The attendance prize was won by Linda Parker.  For the drawing, 2 Beach Towels and 1 toaster donated by Kern Federal Credit Union and 2 cups of $10.00 each and 57 cups each containing $5.00 were given away.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted this 18th day of June, 2008.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
