RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

April 13, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Phil Franey. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  Phil introduced Opal Moreland, Foster Parent Coordinator for Kern County Human Services Department.  Opal introduced Gayla Gibson a co-worker.  Opal gave information about the Foster Parent Program and the great need for foster parents in Kern County.  She herself is or has been a foster parent.  Opal requested the members of REOKC mention the program to friends and family members in hopes of getting more people to volunteer for the program.  There was one new member in attendance at the meeting today.  President Phil Franey introduced Linda Factory from Kern Federal Credit Union (KFCU) to speak to the members.  Linda announced Michelle Watson is no longer working for KFCU; she is now working for The Law Offices of Young Wooldridge as their Director of Public Relations and Marketing.  Linda announced the KFCU Car Sale is from April 16th to May 3rd.  The KFCU Annual Meeting is Thursday, April 22, 2010 at the downtown office.  She asked all members to please notify the credit union if they take an extended vacation.  If the credit union doesn’t get notification of a member being on an extended vacation and the credit union notices “out of area” activity on a debit card they might have to contact the member in case the debit card has been stolen.    1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter introduced Bonnie Barnett from Optimal Hospice.  Bonnie gave a very good presentation on what Hospice is all about.  Bonnie stated hospice is for the living, to keep patients pain free and in their own home.  Pain management is the main goal of Optimal Hospice.  Bonnie presented her material in an interesting and personable way.  

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for March 2010.  The total REOKC membership as of March 31, 2010 was 4,184. 
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of March there were 35 volunteers who worked 91 hours and assisted 917 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through March 31, 2010 is 282,002.  Mary Lou also announced General Services will be holding a “Thank You” Luncheon for the volunteers of the Host/Hostess Program on May 18, 2010.  Mary Lou announced there was a book exchange table at the front corner of the room for anyone to exchange books if there was a desire to do so.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the May/June TREND should be out by the first of May.

CRCEA – No Report

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported she had collected 2 pair of glasses since her March report.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she sent one sympathy card this past month.

OLD BUSINESS:
· SRBR Update – Norman Briggs stated the funding in SRBR is a vested right.  The 80% purchasing power is not vested but it is strictly for retirees but at the Board of Retirements discretion.  The Retirement Fund has grown this year from $1.9 billion to $2.5 billion.  If the Retirement Board would move the purchasing power from 80% to 85%, the fund would not be over-funded.  The next Board of Retirement meeting that needs as many retirees as possible will be held on April 28, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. in the 3rd floor conference room.  President Phil Franey called for a straw poll on the members in attendance, asking about raising the dues by $1.00 for the special account (which is used for education and legal expenses) – overwhelmingly YES.

NEW BUSINESS:  President Phil Franey announced the June meeting will be held on June 7th which is a MONDAY due to Election Day being on Tuesday June 8th   which would have been our regular meeting date. 

The attendance prize was won by Mary Lou Bennett.  For the drawing, there were two gifts donated by Kern Federal Credit Union, 35 cups of $10.00 each and 4 cups of $15.00 each.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
 Respectfully submitted this 22nd day of April 2010,
Ginger Mello, Secretary
