RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

February 8, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 12:10 p.m. by President Phil Franey.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  In attendance at the meeting today, there was 1 new member and a retiree of 25 years who had never been to a meeting before.  Steve West, Kern Federal Credit Union, reported on the availability of receiving a free edition of Turbo Tax and a .25% discount for all Kern County employees and retirees who finance a vehicle loan through the end of February.  Steve also announced a workshop to be held on March 16th on “Understanding your Credit Report and FICO Score”.  1st Vice President Nancy Warnick introduced Dr. Bob Allison from the Levan Institute for Lifelong Learning who was the speaker at the meeting today.  Dr. Allison gave the background on how and why Bakersfield College is able to offer these classes at such low prices.  This term there are 35 classes being offered from Buddhist Philosophy to golf or photography to wine.  The Fall schedule will be out in May.

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for January 2011 and the total REOKC membership as of January 31, 2011 was 4,419.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of January there were 28 volunteers who worked 85 hours and assisted 649 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through January 2011 is 290,483.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the TREND should be sent by email by the 18th and the hard copy should be received by March 1st for the March-April issue.  Mary Lou also gave an update on the Pacific Group Agencies Project: over 472 insurance policies have been issued and we now have 60 new members because of the availability of the insurance.     
CRCEA – Ginger Mello, delegate, announced the Secretary of CRCEA has requested each of the 21 associations send a copy of their newsletters to him.  The Secretary will be compiling all the important issues in each association to send to the President of CRCEA.  CRCEA has become more active in supporting all the issues we are all facing in this difficult time.  Ginger also reported she and Jeanne Berkshire, alternate delegate, will be attending a Public Retirement Seminar with topics such as What’s New with PERS, Financial Implications of a two-tiered retirement formula, Retirement Legislation and the State Budget Deficit, PERS and Other Retirement Legislation and Liabilities of Active Benefits and Other Post-Employment Benefits.  Ginger will be giving a report at the February meeting on this Seminar.

EYE GLASS – Nettie Collins reported she has collected 15 pair of eyeglasses and 7 eyeglass cases since the January meeting and will donate them to the Lions Club.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she sent out 4 Sympathy Cards and 1 Get Well Card.  Josie also asked everyone to look in the TREND for her new telephone number.
OLD BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS – President Phil Franey announced the articles in The Bakersfield Californian regarding the new members on the Retirement Board have not been 100% accurate.  Phil will be sending a letter to The Bakersfield Californian with a clarification of the facts and he read a little of what he has written.  Phil also announced the Retiree Benefits Committee made up of Board members has been meeting with Sidles Duncan and Associates who wish to help REOKC with education and advocacy of the health benefit issues we are facing.  If REOKC contracts with Sidles Duncan and Associates, there will be a $100 retainer fee per year.    

The attendance prize was won by Teresa Marquez.  A travel bag with a cappuccino mug and a bag with a cheese cutter were donated by Kern Federal Credit Union for the drawing.  Also for the raffle there were 45 cups of $10.00 each.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:22 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 25th day of February 2011.

Ginger Mello, Secretary   
