RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

October 13, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were three new members in attendance at our meeting today.  Ed Nance, SEIU, invited all our retirees to join other local retirees at a luncheon on Tuesday, October 27th.  Linda Factory                      representing Kern Federal Credit Union came to our meeting today and introduced Lauren White, Administrative Assistant for Financial Services.  She also stated the Riverlakes office is now open.  Past President Norman Briggs introduced our speaker in absence of 1st Vice President Earlene Smith.  Our speaker today was Robert J. Severs from GemCare.  Mr. Severs explained the reasons medical insurance has been increasing yearly.  He also stated GemCare is working on a plan to try to alleviate some of those costs.

BUSINESS MEETING:
TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for September 30, 2009.  The total REOKC membership as of September 30, 2009 was 4,129.

CRCEA – Delegate David Merritt stated he did not have a report but would be attending the CRCEA Conference in Northern California from October 19th – 21st.

EYE GLASS – Since her September report, Helen Heath has collected 15 pair of glasses and 4 eyeglass cases.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she had sent out 3 sympathy cards and 1 get well card since her last report

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of September there were 28 volunteers who worked 85 hours and assisted 814 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through September 2009 is 276,830.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the TREND should go to the printer within a week.

OLD BUSINESS:  No Old Business

NEW BUSINESS: 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE SLATE OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS – Secretary Ginger Mello announced the following slate of nominees for the 2010 year:  President, Phil Franey; 1st Vice President, Ginger Carpenter; 2nd Vice President, Kathy Ponec-Ervin; Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett and Secretary, Ginger Mello.  Members running for the three Board of Director positions are Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos, Josie De La Torre, Linda Parker, and Julie Salley.  The general membership will be voting at the November meeting and those elected will be installed at the December meeting.

President Jeanne Berkshire announced everyone should be receiving or has already received a survey from Kern County Employees Retirement Office regarding the beneficiary information update for their records.  Please make sure to send any corrections into the office.

The attendance prize was won by Karen Yingst.  For the drawing, there were 2 Blankets and 2 Caps with Ink Pens donated from Kern Federal Credit Union, 1 cup of $15.00 and 38 cups of $10.00 each.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 15th day of October, 2009.

Ginger Mello, Secretary 
