RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

August 14, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Roger Perez who represents NOR Recreation and Park District.  Mr. Perez spoke on the programs that NOR Recreation and Park District are doing and planning to do.  He explained the size of the District and the fact that they are trying to enlarge their District.  He spoke on the dancing at Rasmussen Senior Center and several of our members asked questions regarding the dancing.  President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union prior to our business meeting.  Michelle announced a workshop on establishing credit will be held at the Credit Union tomorrow (Aug. 15th) from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and anybody can attend.  She also stated that the rate sheets are the same as July and the membership promotion is continuing through September 2007 to try to win a $500 VISA gift card.
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for June 30 and July 31, 2007 which showed that REOKC membership as of June 30, 2007 was 3,807 and as of July 31, 2007 was 3,808.

CRCEA – Dave Merritt was not in attendance at the meeting

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 23 pair of glasses and 20 eye glass cases since her June report.

SUNSHINE – No Report

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of June there were 30 volunteers who worked 92 hours and assisted 1,038 visitors and for the month of July there were 33 volunteers who worked 100 hours and assisted 1,034 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through July 2007 is 250,995.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that she is waiting for one article and the TREND will be ready to go to print. She stated that it should be out by the end of the week.

President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Sheila Roth who spoke on a reading program that she and Jerry Dodd are involved in with the city school district to help children learn to read at grade level.

OLD BUSINESS:

NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  President Jeanne Berkshire introduced the nominating committee members for the next year.  The members are Lois Maujer, Josie DeLaTorre, Opal Hargis, Bill Barnhart and Earlene Smith.  We are in need of 4 Directors for the coming year.  

FAIR SIGN-UPS:  President Jeanne Berkshire reminded all members that in the back of the room is a place to sign-up to help at the Fair.  The shifts are 4 hours each and we will work the five days preceding the Fair opening.

NEW BUSINESS:

SOUND SYSTEM SET UP:  Bill Barnhart has been setting up the new sound system prior to our meetings and he announced today that he and Patti will be moving to Rio Vista, Ca and needs a replacement to set up/take down the sound system at our meetings.

CONFERENCE DONATIONS:  President Jeanne Berkshire announced that we have the CRCEA Conference in April hosted by Kern County.  Kathy Ponec-Ervin is looking for old cowboy boots to be used for decorations at the conference.  If you have any old boots you would like to donate she would be happy to take them but she WILL NOT be returning them to you.  Another item that we need donated is baskets.  If you would like to donate a gift card or a basket, please bring them to us next meeting.  If you donate $35 you will not need to pay your $15 registration fee.  We are looking for sponsors to help defray the costs of the conference.  

The attendance prize was won by Marion Copus.  There were 3 cheese and wine bags and 2 flashlights donated by Kern Federal Credit Union and 54 cups of $5.00 and 2 cups of $10.00.  After the distribution of the prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 3rd day of September, 2007.

Ginger Mello, Secretary 
