RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

February 9, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. by President Phil Franey.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were two new members in attendance today.  Michelle Watson, Kern Federal Credit Union, reported receiving notification from members regarding fraud.  The 61st Annual Meeting for the credit union is coming up on Thursday, April 22, 2010 and will be held at the Credit Union with cookies and punch.  1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter introduced Raymond McDonald, soloist and guitar player who entertained the members this afternoon.  Raymond drives a limo and also the tour bus for Merle Haggard.   During the time of his set he made a telephone call to Merle Haggard and tried to put it on speaker phone for the members to be able to hear Merle.  It was not too successful; however, everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy Raymond’s performance.
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for January 31, 2010.  The total REOKC membership as of January 31, 2010 was 4,156.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of January there were 26 volunteers who worked 80 hours and assisted 614 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through January 31, 2010 is 280,227.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported she is working on the TREND and the deadline for articles is February 15th.  She stated she is in hopes of having the TREND out by the first but it is a short month and it may get delayed at the printers.  

CRCEA – Delegate David Merritt reminded the members the CRCEA conference is coming up in April.  He stated it will be interesting to hear from the other 1937 Act Counties in the way of assaults on their public employee retirement system and their benefits.  Currently in California there are 80 initiatives which have a variety of assaults on retiree pensions and benefits.  When you encounter a petition collector who asks you to sign a petition, make sure you understand what you are reading and signing.  DO NOT sign anything of which you are not sure.  

EYE GLASS – No Report

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she had not sent a card this past month.  Please contact Josie if you know someone who is ill or has had a death in the family.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Family Scholarship Program –  Norman Briggs was in attendance to answer any questions from our members and there were NO questions.
· KCERA Newsletter – Norman Briggs reported on the new building and explained the process of KCERA deciding to build.  He answered all questions the members had and requested the members attend the Retirement Board meeting to be held on Wednesday, February 10th at 8:30 a.m.  He stated the County has come up with an offer for KCERA to rent office space in the “M” Street building and forget the new building.  It would cost approximately $25,000 - $30,000 per month plus utilities at the “M” Street building plus renovations for the computer system and miscellaneous items.  Another item on the Retirement Board Agenda is about changing legislation to no longer contribute to the SRBR funds.  Several years ago there was a legal opinion stating SRBR is a vested fund for retirees.
The attendance prize was won by Janie Church.  For the drawing, there were three gifts donated by Kern Federal Credit Union, 45 cups of $10.00 each and 3 cups of $15.00 each.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 20th day of February, 2010.

Ginger Mello, Secretary

