RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

April 14, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were three new members in attendance today all of whom received an REOKC pen.  Michelle Watson, Kern Federal Credit Union (KFCU), stated all members of the credit union will be receiving a mailer informing them of a promotion to purchase a GM vehicle.  The Riverlakes Branch will be opening on April 27th and the Auto Mall branch will add a drive-thru when it moves to the corner of Wible Road and Pacheco Road at the end of August 2009.  Michelle also reminded our members of the Annual Meeting to be held at Hodel’s on Thursday, April 23rd at 5:30 p.m.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Walter Stewart who spoke on Numismatics, which is the study of coin collecting, Walters’ hobby.  Walter gave a very interesting presentation and had numerous questions from the members.

BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for March 31, 2009.  The total REOKC membership as of March 31, 2009 was 4,009.

CRCEA – The conference will be held in Ventura April 20 – 22, 2009.

EYEGLASS – No Report

SUNSHINE – Josie DeLaTorre reported she had sent out one Sympathy Card and three Get Well Cards since our March meeting.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of March there were 36 volunteers who worked 110 hours and assisted 1,207 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through March 2009 is 271,355.

NEWSLETTER – The plan for the TREND is to be ready and mailed before the first of May.
OLD BUSINESS:   President Jeanne Berkshire reported Josiah Vencel, Kern County Employees’ Retirement Association (KCERA), announced at the Board meeting that a questionnaire will be sent out to the retirees who retired through 1994 regarding beneficiary designations that are on record in their office.  KCERA will be getting a new Pension Administration System and would like the correct information in the files.  In several months the retirees who retired after 1994 will also receive this questionnaire.  Jeanne stated the members will receive a 2 ½% COLA at the end of April.
The attendance prize was won by Mary Moreno.  At the Board Meeting held prior to the General Meeting, a board member requested to increase the amount in each cup to $10.00 and 2 cups of $15.00.  A vote was taken by show of hands and starting at the May 2009 meeting the cups will hold $10.00 each with 2 cups of $15.00.  For the drawing, there were 2 cups of $10.00 and 68 cups of $5.00 each, 2 blankets and 3 Cappuccino Cups with packages of Cappuccino in each cup donated by Kern Federal Credit Union.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 26th day of April, 2009.

Ginger Mello, Secretary  

