RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

May 12, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were seven new members in attendance today, all of whom received an REOKC pen.  Jeanne welcomed Chuck Waide and Ed Nance from SEIU who were in attendance at today’s meeting.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced the Mis Steppers as our entertainment today.  This group performed Clogging, a type of dance, which seemed to be enjoyed by all.
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for April 30, 2009.  The total REOKC membership as of April 30, 2009 was 4,038.

CRCEA – Alternate Delegate Ginger Mello gave the report in the absence of David Merritt.  Ginger stated that two counties are in the middle of litigation as we meet.  Orange and Sonoma Counties’ retirees are fighting the carving out of the under 65’s from the active employees’ health plan.  Sonoma County retirees increased their dues from $1.00 to $3.00 and recently raised it again to $10.00 per month.  The $10.00 amount is divided with $1.00 staying with the retiree organization and the additional $9.00 going to a fund to fight this action. Ginger also gave some examples of how to help prevent Alzheimer’s and how to remember people’s names.

EYEGLASS – Helen Heath reported since her April report she collected 15 pair of glasses and 15 eye glass cases.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she had sent out two Get Well Cards since our April meeting.  She reminded everybody that her telephone number is now listed in The TREND and to please call her with names of any retirees needing cards.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of April there were 36 volunteers who worked 108 hours and assisted 1,067 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through April 2009 is 272,422.  A very nice Thank You luncheon was given on May 5, 2009 for the volunteers by the General Services Department.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the May-June TREND was in the mail prior to May 1st.  She also reminded everybody the deadline for the July-August issue is June 15th.
OLD BUSINESS – No Old Business
NEW BUSINESS – No New Business

The attendance prize was won by Lois Maujer.  For the drawing, there was a jar of candy donated by one of our members, 1 cup of $15.00 and 37 cups of $10.00 each.  After distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 18th day of May, 2009.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
