RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

November 10, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held in memory of all our veterans in honor of Veterans Day.  During the time members were waiting to eat they were given ballots and asked to vote for the 2010 Officers and Directors.  There were eight new members in attendance at our meeting today.  Stella Sanchez, GemCare representative brought two items to be included in the raffle.  Michelle Fong (Watson), Kern Federal Credit Union representative was in attendance today without a report but would be happy to answer any questions from our members.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Bobby Bligh who spoke on his experiences in the military.  It was interesting to hear about all the places and experiences he had while with the military.  Bobby requested everyone in attendance “Thank” a Service man or woman for their service to our country in trying to keep the United States free.   
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for October 31, 2009.  The total REOKC membership as of October 31, 2009 was 4,138.

CRCEA – Delegate David Merritt was not in attendance today and Alternate Delegate Ginger Mello gave the CRCEA Conference report written by David.  Three items of interest he covered was 1.) watch out for another McCauley or Keith Richman initiative; 2.) the use of spiking in calculating retirement benefits and 3.) loss of employer paid medical insurance.

EYE GLASS – Since her October report, Helen Heath has collected 3 pair of glasses and 5 eyeglass cases.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she has sent out 1 sympathy card, 1 get well card and 1 “Hang in There” card.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of October there were 32 volunteers who worked 98 hours and assisted 929 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through October 2009 is 277,759.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported she received her TREND by October 30th and everyone should have received theirs by November 1st.  

OLD BUSINESS:  President Jeanne Berkshire reported the Board has been working on a Scholarship Program for the entire year and to please read the article with the particulars in the next TREND and be ready to vote early next year.
NEW BUSINESS:  

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  President Jeanne Berkshire announced the new officers were President, Phil Franey; 1st Vice President, Ginger Carpenter; 2nd Vice President, Kathy Ponec-Ervin; Secretary, Ginger Mello and Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett.  The newly elected Board of Directors are Josie De La Torre, Brenda Preston and Tony Rizos.  ****
The attendance prize was won by Nancy Henry.  For the drawing, there were 2 Lap Throws from GemCare, 2 cups of $15.00 each and 35 cups of $10.00 each and 2 Blankets and 2 Traveling Mugs from Kern Federal Credit Union.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 17th day of November, 2009.

Ginger Mello, Secretary    
**** Due to an oversight, only three directors were elected when it should have been four.  Julie Salley, who was also on the ballot, will be completing the final year of Ginger Carpenter’s vacated position.  The fifth director Alan Annis will be serving the last year of his elected position also. 
