RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

January 12, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Phil Franey.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There was one new member in attendance today.  Michelle Watson, Kern Federal Credit Union,  reported on an Estate Planning Workshop scheduled for Wednesday, January 27th and beginning on Friday, January 15th is their Winter Car Sale which offers Kern County employees and RETIRED County employees an additional .25% discount.  1st Vice President Ginger Carpenter introduced Sandy Morris, Bakersfield Police Department.  Sandy spoke on Identity Theft, Fraud and Scams. Sandy stated retirees are the prime target for identity theft because they have impeccable credit.  Sandy stated everybody needs to run a credit report yearly.  The last thing she spoke on was the fraudulent mail items received by seniors.  Notices for winning large sums of money probably are SCAMS.

BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for November 30th and December 31, 2009.  The total REOKC membership as of November 30, 2009 was 4,150 and December 31, 2009 was 4,156.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of November there were 30 volunteers who worked 89 hours and assisted 910 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  For the month of December there were 31 volunteers who worked 95 hours and assisted 944 visitors.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through December 31, 2009 is 279,613.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the TREND was mailed by December 24th.  The post office has new restrictions on abbreviations used in addresses for bulk mailing which result in additional work in preparing the mailing list for the TREND.
CRCEA – Delegate David Merritt stated he didn’t have a report at this meeting.

EYE GLASS – Since her November report, Helen Heath has collected 4 pair of glasses and 7 eyeglass cases.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she has sent out 2 get well cards and 3 sympathy cards.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Family Scholarship Program – In the absence of Kathy Ponec-Ervin, chairperson of the committee, Norman Briggs spoke on the family scholarship program.  This program is for children, grand and great-grandchildren along with nieces and nephews of REOKC members.  The scholarship would be $750 which would help with the cost of books.  The student will have to qualify for these scholarships.

NEW BUSINESS:  President Phil Franey requested anyone who is interested in doing raffle ticket sales to please sign up with Jeanne Berkshire at the back of the room after the meeting so we will have names and phone numbers of people we can call upon to help when Harold and Karen Yingst are not able to attend.
The attendance prize was won by Elo Gregory.  For the drawing, there were three gifts donated by Kern Federal Credit Union, 42 cups of $10.00 each and 4 cups of $15.00 each.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 16th day of January, 2010.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
