RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

September 11, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held with a special thought of 9-11-2001.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Marlynn Verdugo who is the Program Coordinator for Lifeline Mercy-Memorial Home Health.  Marlynn gave a very interesting talk about the Lifeline program.  She stated that one out of three people over the age of 65 fall each year and that becomes four times greater when a person comes home from the hospital.  Marlynn stated that the device that Lifeline provides for a fee is a necklace or a wristwatch.  The wristwatch costs $99 but is yours to keep if you decide to leave the program.  Their necklace and wristwatch can be used 300 – 500 feet away from the base which enables you to be in your yard or anywhere in your home.  Two of our members in attendance today have already signed up for the Lifeline Program.

We had three new members in attendance today and also the son of a member.
Darlene Kindelberger and Patty Johnson, Kern Federal Credit Union were here today in place of Michelle Watson.  Darlene stated that there was a box of Chip Clips with the old logo for our members to take.  A new CD offer was mentioned with a 5.35% interest and a $1000 minimum.  There will be a seminar on October 18th from 7 – 8 p.m. at the main office downtown on Credit Card Debt.

Dr. Grabski stated that he had some pictures at the back of the room of Dr. Wilbur S. (Bill) Thaine.  Dr. Thaine worked at Kern General Hospital (Kern Medical Center) at one time and was also the physician to Howard Hughes.  The business in which Dr. Thaine is now involved has a budget of $69 billion and has 10 Nobel Prize winners on the staff.

BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for August 31, 2007 which showed that REOKC membership as of August 31, 2007 was 3,807.

CRCEA - Delegate David Merritt reminded everybody of the Conference in Stockton to be held on October 22nd – 24th.  David also announced that there just might be a bright spot on the Public Employees Benefit Commission that the Governor appointed earlier this year.  That bright spot is the fact that the Commission has added Tom Branan to be on their staff.  Tom was the lobbyist for CRCEA for years and retired last year.  Tom Branan has forgotten absolutely nothing when it comes to the 1937 Act.  

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 49 Pair of glasses and 44 eye glass cases since her August report.

SUNSHINE - Belva Jared reported that she sent Get Well Cards to William Purdie, Walter Stewart, Charlie Mello, Zelda Carnahan and Ginger Mello.  She also sent sympathy cards to the families of Della Petty and Ethel Musick.  
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of August there were 35 volunteers who worked 104 hours and assisted 986 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through August 2007 is 251,981.
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the deadline for the next issue of the TREND is October 15th and she is in hopes of having it out around the 20th of October.
OLD BUSINESS: 

FAIR SIGN-UPS – President Jeanne Berkshire stated that the sign-up sheet is at the back of the room and there is only two time slots left.

THINGS FOR GOODIE BAGS – President Jeanne Berkshire reminded all members in attendance that if they have some New items that they will not be using that might work for a basket to be put together to use for our conference in April, please bring them to the next meeting.

NEED HELP WITH NEW SOUND SYSTEM – We need a volunteer to take on the responsibility of setting up and taking down the new sound system.  As reported at the last meeting, Bill Barnhart will not be in attendance at our meetings after November due to the fact that he is moving.

NEW BUSINESS:  No Report

The attendance prize was won by Opal Hargis.  There were 2 goodie bags donated by Lifeline Mercy-Memorial Home Health, 4 Cheese Bags and 4 caps donated by Kern Federal Credit Union, 2 cups of $10.00 and 57 cups of $5.00 each.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 19th day of September, 2007.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
