RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING MINUTES

March 10, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith


OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Norman Briggs to accept the February 2009 minutes as read, seconded by Ginger Carpenter and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Ginger Mello, alternate delegate, in place of David Merritt, delegate, reminded those in attendance of the conference in Ventura on April 20 – 22, 2009.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of February there were 29 volunteers who worked 88 hours and assisted 879 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through February 2009 the volunteers assisted 270,148 visitors.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Arletta Norman from Kern County Grand Jury will be our speaker today.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported the TREND was out before the 1st of March.  There were numerous comments from Board members regarding the excellent articles written by David Merritt on CRCEA and Norman Briggs on “The Proposed McCauley Initiative Measure”.
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported KCERA has received dozens of calls on the news item of Northern Trust spending money unwisely.  Northern Trust hosted a Golf Tournament in the Los Angeles area for charity and has raised $3 million dollars in two years.  Northern Trust is in the second year of a five year contract to host this charity event.  Josiah also reported that Northern Trust has returned the $1.6 Billion Dollars to the Treasury, indicating that they are still strong and not an entity about which to worry.  
SCHOLARSHIP REPORT -   Kathy Ponec-Ervin and Ginger Carpenter stated they would like to present the idea of a scholarship program to the general membership to see if there is enough agreement to proceed.  After a lengthy discussion, it was decided all specifications of the scholarship program be determined before it is presented to the membership.  Since our February meeting, Opal Hargis turned in her resignation from the scholarship committee and it was accepted.  Norman Briggs was kind enough to ACCEPT nomination to the committee and will assist Kathy and Ginger in this undertaking.
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of February 2009.  MOTION by Phil Franey to approve the Treasurer’s Report for February, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Ginger Carpenter to approve the Claims Report for February 2009, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  Mary Lou announced that our membership has officially reached 4,000.  Mary Lou Bennett stated that Phil Franey and David Merritt had completed the Audit and she asked Phil to please give the report.  Phil stated the beginning of the report was a follow-up on the Findings and Recommendations from 2007.  Most of the recommendations were implemented with the exception of use of a Travel Claims Form, periodic review of stipend amounts, and on-line-banking and reduction of cash held in the bank account.  The recommendations for 2008 are to reduce cash held in the checking account, the board to develop procedures, including a security policy, for electronic banking and to check the handwritten invoices from venders for mathematical errors prior to payment.  During the discussion, Phil informed Mary Lou she could respond on how she feels about the suggestions to the Audit Committee and they will work together prior to presenting it to the Board. The conclusion of the report states “the financial records of Retired Employees of Kern County are very well documented as of December 31, 2008”.       
Norman Briggs stated with the amount of money that REOKC now has in the bank, that it would be a good idea for the Officers and Directors to be bonded.  It was decided Secretary Ginger Mello would contact Mortensen Insurance inquiring about Bonding.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, in February we received 1 Hewlett Packard catalog, 2 advertisements from Hoffmann Hospice, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center newsletter, 5 County Newsletters, 2 Kern Federal Credit Union statements, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union “CD” Maturity Dates, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 US Postal Service Statement for the TREND mailing, 1 check from Quicken, 1 returned packet for a new retiree who has a P. O. Box address in place of a street address and 1 addition to the TREND e-mail list.  Mary Lou Bennett gave a letter she had written to a member to the Secretary for filing.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the committee had met on Tuesday, February 17th and it was a very interesting meeting.  It seemed the big topic was the state budget and then the county budget.  Comments were made by different unions on how their members felt about the furlough idea being tossed around.  

WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC UPDATE – No Report

SET UP/TEAR DOWN – Secretary Ginger Mello reported that Ms. Reynolds, Counselor at North High School, spoke of only one fund raiser, the Air Walk for the Lung Association on April 4th in which the Interact Club will be participating.  The big concern the board has with the Interact Club is the ability to do the set up/tear down during the summer months.  Norman Briggs volunteered to speak to Jeff Frapwell regarding having someone from General Services do the set up/tear down during the summer months. 

NEW BUSINESS:

RETIREMENT FUNDS – Refer to Kern County Employees’ Retirement Association report earlier in this meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENT – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith asked Norman Briggs if he had contacted a member of the band that might play at our July meeting.  Since Norman had not contacted the band, he made a MOTION to approve an expenditure of $300 to pay for the band for our July Picnic, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.
MOTION by Norm Briggs to adjourn the meeting at 11:23 a.m., seconded by Phil Franey and CARRIED. 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
