RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

March 10, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were three new members in attendance today all of whom received an REOKC pen.  Michelle Watson, Kern Federal Credit Union (KFCU), stated she didn’t have a report to give at this meeting.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced Arletta Norman and Richard Massey from the Kern County Grand Jury.  Ms. Norman and Mr. Massey gave a review of what the Grand Jury does and what the qualifications are of an applicant.  Ms. Norman reminded all attendees that applications need to be returned to the Grand Jury no later than the 10rh of April.  Selections will be made before the end of June and those selected will start their Grand Jury duties on the 1st of July.
Phil Franey, alternate retiree board member of KCERA, gave a special report concerning one of the investment management businesses that Kern County Employees’ Retirement Association (KCERA) hires to invest funds (Westridge) and Northern Trust who issues the retirement checks. Phil assured everyone they would continue to receive their retirement checks and this year they will receive a 2 ½ % COLA in their check at the end of April.  Phil stated that when the market makes adjustments and corrections, over time, you have growth of your money.  Right now is an unusual and severe time and we are at the bottom looking up, BUT your benefits are assured.    
BUSINESS MEETING:

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for February 28, 2009.  The total REOKC membership as of February 28, 2009 was 4,000.

CRCEA – No Report

EYEGLASS – Helen Heath reported since her February report she collected 1 pair of glasses and 1 eyeglass case.

SUNSHINE – Josie DeLaTorre reported she had not sent any cards out since our February meeting.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of February there were 29 volunteers who worked 88 hours and assisted 879 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through February 2009 are 270,148.

NEWSLETTER – The TREND was sent out prior to March 1, 2009.

OLD BUSINESS:  No Old Business

The attendance prize was won by Janie Church.  For the drawing, there were 2 cups of $10.00 and 64 cups of $5.00 each, 2 blankets and 2 Cappuccino Cups with packages of Cappuccino in each cup donated by Kern Federal Credit Union.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 16th day of March, 2009

Ginger Mello, Secretary 
