RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

March 11, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:07 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Phil Franey, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, David Merritt and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the minutes as read, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt reported that legislation is moving slowly.  AB552 is a dead bill.  President Jeanne Berkshire announced Carolyn Fox, a junior at Centennial High School will be performing the National Anthem at the Conference.  Jeanne stated that Carolyn’s mother had contacted her inquiring if it would be alright if Channel 17 were to come to the conference and film her singing the National Anthem.  Dave stated it should not be a problem but we should get written permission from the Mother stating there is the possibility of the media being in attendance to film because Carolyn is a minor.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of February there were 30 volunteers who worked 92 hours and assisted 1,132 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through February 2008 the volunteers assisted 257,977 visitors.  Mary Lou also announced that General Services will be sponsoring a luncheon for the volunteers on April 29th.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that David Anderson from WA Consulting will be speaking on “Medi-Cal and You: Long Term Care” today.  There is a panel discussion on Reverse Mortgage planned for our May meeting.  Phil Franey will be the moderator and Brenda Preston is looking into getting an attorney while Norman Briggs is getting an accountant to be on the panel.  So the panel

will consist of an attorney, an accountant and a person from Wells Fargo Bank.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett stated she has already started on the next TREND.  The deadline will be April 17th.  Norman Briggs announced that Josiah Vencel will be writing his column for the next issue.  It will be an article about SRBR funds.  
KCERA – Josiah Vencel reported that the COLA will be on the April 30th  retirement checks.  Josiah is in the process of writing the article for Norm on SRBR for the next TREND.

MEMBERSHIP – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of February there were 24 new retirees with 16 joining REOKC which is 67% membership.  She also stated that she had 2 people join who had previously retired but had not joined yet, which keeps our membership about 71% of all retirees.  REOKC has one of the highest percentages of membership in CRCEA.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – Ginger Mello reported that our tentative program was changed again.  Apparently two counties have asked to be included in the Round Table Session and times had to be changed a little.  Ginger will correct the tentative schedule and send it to all REOKC Board Members and CRCEA Conference Committee members.  She also showed the magazine that she picked up at the Board of Trade to put in the goodie bags for all who register for the conference.  Mary Lou announced we have received 32 conference registrations.  President Jeanne Berkshire announced there will be a committee meeting at her house at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 12th.  Mary Lou stated that the budget looks good so far.  It was decided that Mary Lou would purchase Thank You cards to send out in place of letters for people and businesses who donated items for the conference.  A discussion was held on whether to purchase a large quantity of Forever Stamps to use after the price of stamps goes up.  The Forever Stamp costs $.41 each but does not have any amount written on it and can be used after the price of stamps increases.  The decision was made to NOT purchase the Forever Stamp in quantity.
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of February 2008.  Mary Lou also reported that she had filed the income taxes for REOKC, a copy of which was given to the Secretary to file.  MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the Treasurer’s Report as read, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  MOTION by Norman Briggs to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  
COMMUNICATIONS -  In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 8 County Newsletters,  1 Retirement Journal, 1 Bakersfield Rescue Mission letter, 1 Thank You from Hall Letter Shop, 1 Geico Ad, 1 Hewlett-Packard Company Catalog, 1 CD Maturity notice, 2 change of addresses, 1 USPS receipt for mailing, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 bank Statement, 1 returned conference registration packet and 1 check donation for the conference.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) 

Secretary Ginger Mello stated that a meeting was held on Friday, February 15, 2008.  It was attended by KCPO, KLEA, SEIU and REOKC.  It was very interesting listening to the discussion between SEIU and KCPO.  SEIU represents the Courts and KCPO works in the courts – if the courts had gone on strike, it could have been a problem for KCPO. 
WEB PAGE – Norm stated that we have over 500 people receiving the TREND on the internet.  Norm also asked Tony Rizos if he had a chance to look at the Web Site.  Tony stated that he needs to talk to Norm about taking over the Web Site.
PAC UPDATE – No Report

COMPUTER MD – Tony Rizos circulated an example of the size of ad that Computer MD would like to put in the TREND.  Mary Lou Bennett stated that she has a problem with telling some people yes and other people no when it comes to advertising in the TREND.   MOTION by Georgia Morgan to allow the advertisement to run for six months (3 issues) of the TREND and revisit it at that time, seconded by Tony Rizos and CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS – none

ANNOUNCEMENTS – President Jeanne Berkshire stated that she had received a notice from Bakersfield Drug Testing about part time job opportunities in which our members might be interested. Jeanne also announced that Mossman’s will be donating 2 dinner gift certificates for us to raffle off in April with proceeds going toward expenses for the conference.

MOTION by Georgia Morgan to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m., seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
