RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

March 11, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were 6 new members at our meeting today.  President Jeanne Berkshire dismissed the head table and the handicapped to get their lunch followed by each of the other tables in order of the numbers drawn.  Michelle Watson was not able to attend the meeting because she is on jury duty, but she sent Darlene Kindelberger and Patty Johnson in her place.  Darlene reminded everyone of the Annual Meeting to be held on April 24th at 

5:30 p.m. at Hodel’s.  She also advised the members of the Privacy Notice that the credit union, by law, has to send out yearly.  If you opt out of having the information released, it is for life but you will receive the privacy notice every year.  Darlene also reminded the members of the Youth Savings Accounts to which the credit union will add $5.00 each year until the child is 17 years old.  1st Vice President Earlene Smith introduced David Anderson from WA Consulting to speak on “How to protect your assets from a nursing home spend-down and Medi-Cal long term care”.  David introduced from his staff, Vanessa and his brother Paul Anderson.  While David was speaking, Vanessa and Paul distributed written information for the members to read along with him.  The written information given to the members gave the myths and truth of Long-Term Care Medi-Cal; the four ways to pay for skilled care; who qualifies for Medi-Cal Long-Term Care, (assets and resources limits and income) and Do You Qualify for Veteran’s Aid?  David gave highlights of these topics and explained that each member would have different circumstances.  The one main thing to remember is that if you plan ahead you do not have to loose your home.  

BUSINESS MEETING:
TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for February 29, 2008.  The total REOKC membership as of February 29, 2008 was 3,848.
CRCEA – Dave Merritt yielded his time to Ginger Mello to speak on the 2008 Spring CRCEA Conference.  The keynote speaker will be a gentleman speaking on his experiences of flying helicopters into Vietnam to rescue personnel during the war.  Another speaker will be an author who wrote a book on the Ridge Route.  Other speakers will be a personal trainer speaking on Senior Conditioning, a Doctor speaking on the interaction between prescriptions and over the counter drugs and a Chief Investment Officer from LA County Employees Retirement Association speaking on investments.  Ginger invited all members to attend the conference and reminded the committee of the meeting to be held at President Jeanne Berkshire’s home at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 12th.  
EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 14 pair of glasses and 18 eye glass cases since her February report.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she sent out 1 get well card during the month of February.  Josie stated that there are more names in her computer but her computer isn’t working at this time.  President Jeanne Berkshire requested that members contact her and she will get the information to Josie.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of February there were 30 volunteers who worked 92 hours and assisted 1,132 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through February 2008 is 257,977.  Mary Lou reminded the volunteers there will be a luncheon in April sponsored by General Services.  Mary Lou also reported she could use more people to work the information desk.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the deadline for articles for the next TREND is Thursday, April 17, 2008.  Mary Lou has extended the deadline because of the CRCEA Conference to be held April 14th – 16th.
OLD BUSINESS:  
It was announced that Kern Federal Credit Union was able to get Hodel’s to donate two “dinner for two” certificates to our conference.  We raffled one certificate off at our February meeting and it was won by Greg Salas.  Mossman’s have donated two dinner certificates which will be raffled off at our April meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:  No Report

The Hodel’s dinner gift certificate was won by Stephanie Lynch.  The attendance prize was won by Dorrie Hoffman.  For the drawing, 2 cups of $10.00 each and 52 cups of $5.00 each, 3 caps, 3 Wine and Cheese Bags and 5 key chain flashlights from Kern Federal Credit Union were given away.  After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 16th day of March, 2008.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
