RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

October 10, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.

After a great lunch, President, Norman Briggs, turned the meeting over to 1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, who introduced Barbara Patrick, Third District Supervisor.  Barbara introduced her staff – Stephanie Lynch and Paul Sorenson.  Barbara spoke on what her challenges were and still are; the accomplishments that she has seen through her twelve (12) years in office; and her outlook on her upcoming retirement.  Barbara stated that Kern County has changed since she was elected.  Some of the changes have been the Code Compliance Department, the Planning Commission and the Vision 20/20.  Barbara stated that she appreciates our organization for supporting her through the years.  Barbara’s district, when she was first elected 12 years ago, was about 85 square miles and currently it is only 75 square miles.  Each of the five districts has to keep their population as close to equal as possible and because Barbara has such a heavily populated area her district has gotten smaller.  The fact that Kern County is as large as it is and split into 5 districts, three of the districts have more than 2,000 square miles.  Barbara stated that people have asked her over the years if it has been what she expected.  She stated that the one thing that she never envisioned was the amount of time that she had to spend in Sacramento because of being appointed to the California Air Resources Board.  
The meeting was turned back over to President, Norman Briggs, who introduced Darlene and Patty from Kern Federal Credit Union.  Darlene announced that there will be a drive to open savings accounts for Grandchildren.  KFCU will deposit $5.00 in these accounts for the grandchildren each year on their birthday.  The credit union is going to have a Kids Club and a Teen Club.  The teen club will be for teen-agers 13 to 17 years old.  The credit union is also having a membership drive this month and if you join, you will be a member for life.  

BUSINESS MEETING:
TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for September 2006 which showed that REOKC membership as of September 30, 2006 was 3,627.

CRCEA – The Fall Conference will be October 16 – 18, 2006 at the Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento, CA.  Dave Merritt is our delegate and will be attending the meeting along with Ginger Mello.  

EYE GLASS – No Report

SUNSHINE –Belva Jared announced that since August she has sent out 3 Get Well Cards and 2 Sympathy Cards.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM - Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of September there were 29 volunteers who worked 91 hours and assisted 919 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through September 2006 is 239,541.  

NEWSLETTER – The deadline for articles in the TREND is due by October 15th.  President, Norman Briggs, announced that the TREND will be the November/December issue and in it his last column as President.

OLD BUSINESS:  1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, announced a big THANK YOU to the 36 people who worked at the fair.  

NEW BUSINESS:
· Nominating Committee Report – Greg Salas, Nominating Committee Chairman, was not able to attend the meeting because of illness.  Ginger Mello, Secretary, announced the Slate of Officers.  The nominations are:
  President – Jeanne Berkshire and Don Hoffman

                                      1st Vice President – Earlene Smith

                                      2nd Vice President – Walter Stewart

                                      Secretary – Ginger Mello

                                      Treasurer – Mary Lou Bennett

    (With two Directors moving up into Officer positions and two others choosing to
     leave office, we will need a total of four new Directors.)  The four nominees for
     these four positions are:



   Bill Barnhart    


Kathy Erwin



   Paul Leonard


Georgia Morgan
It was announced that at our November meeting the members will be able to       nominate a member from the floor with the consent of the member being nominated.  The members will vote at the November meeting and the newly elected will be installed at the December Christmas Luncheon.  It was announced that the candidates who have opposition will get 5 minutes for their campaign speeches.
· Health Benefits – President, Norman Briggs, reported that a meeting was held with the County where they gave us the new premiums for all the medical plans.  It was announced that there will be a Health Fair at the Board of Supervisors Chambers on November 2nd.  Open enrollment is from October 16th through November 17th.  The premiums have gone up across the board about 17%.  

The attendance prize was won by Rene Hedrick.  There were 3 Blankets and 3 cold storage bags donated from Kern Federal Credit Union and 41 cups with $5.00 in each one to be used as prizes.  After distribution of the prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 12th day of October, 2006.

Ginger Mello, Secretary

