RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

March 8, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Past President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Alan Annis, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Josie De La Torre, Ginger Mello, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos, Sally Ruiz, Teresa Vasquez and Nancy Warnick

OTHERS PRESENT:  Ginger Carpenter, Earlene Smith and Josiah Vencel

MINUTES – MOTION by Teresa Vasquez to accept as written with a correction of Tony’s last name from Ruiz to Rizos, seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report and the Claims Paid Report for the month of February 2011.  MOTION by Brenda Preston to approve both for February 2011, seconded by Sally Ruiz and CARRIED.  The Audit Report was continued until the April 2011 meeting so President Phil Franey could be in attendance.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of February there were 30 volunteers who worked 90 hours and assisted 955 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  Since the opening of the County Administrative Center in 1992 through February 2011 the volunteers have assisted 291,438 visitors.  

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett stated the deadline for the next TREND is April 15th.  

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Ginger Mello, delegate, reported the conference would be held April 18 – 20, 2011 in San Diego and those going from Kern County will be Ginger, accompanied by Charles Mello, Jeanne Berkshire, alternate delegate and Mary Lou Bennett.    Ginger reported she had received the CRCEA Communications Newsletter and shared a short paragraph regarding the fact that California Government Code beginning at Section 31450, grants rights to retired employees of the twenty counties governed by it.  Section 31451 specifically recognizes a “public obligation to county and district employees,” and that “retirement compensation and death benefit(s) (are) additional elements of compensation for future services.”  Ginger also reported on the California Public Retirement Journal Seminar held on February 9, 2011 in Lakewood, California which she and Jeanne attended.  It was very informative, but some of the topics were not comprehended as well as others.  The most interesting was speaker was Mr. Tom Morrison, Senior Vice President and Health and Retirement Plan Consultant with The Segal Company who spoke on the ObamaCare Bill.  The Segal Company is the current health benefit consultant for Kern County.  Mr. Morrison stated with the new law, no later than 2017, the early retirees will be in a separate pool from the active employees  for health benefits.  This is NOT what early retirees want to hear.  As far as other new legislation, it is too early to know what is going to happen.  This is a topic which will be discussed at the CRCEA Conference in April.

MONTHLY PROGRAM/SCHEDULED FUTURE PROGRAMS – Nancy Warnick reported that Patty Flores from Alzheimer ’s Disease Association of Kern County would be speaking today and with her will be John Kendall who will give us a personal view of what he lived with when his wife got the disease.  Patty and John were so very kind to join us on such short notice when the scheduled speaker had to cancel at the last minute.  Nancy stated for the April meeting we will hear from CSUB 60+ Club, May will be a United Way speaker and in June, Sandy Morris from Bakersfield Police Department will be the speaker.
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel announced the REOKC $2.00 dues increase will be effective on the March pension warrants.  Josiah reported KCERA had received calls from retirees regarding COLA – why some get a COLA and others do not.  Josiah explained to the Board the differences.  There will be an explanation in the next KCERA Newsletter.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 6 County Newsletters, 2 announcement magnets from Hoffman Hospice, 1 request for the $2.00 dues for membership, 1 NOR statement that we owe $40.00, 1 NOR statement showing Paid in Full through April 12, 2011, 1 Kern Federal Credit Union receipt for rolling over a CD, 1 letter of information on Relay for Life, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center Newsletter and 1 statement from Hall Letter Shop.

OLD BUSINESS:

· COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ORGANIZATION OF KERN COUNTY (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported the meeting held on February 11th had representation from all unions except Probation and Prosecutors.   Kern County had called an impasse with all of the unions except for the last three and the week after the CCEOK meeting, the county declared an impasse on those also.  The unions were discussing strategy of what they could do next.  Ginger shared a flyer with the Board that shows the unions are holding Solidarity Rally’s periodically.

· WEB PAGE – Tony Rizos asked the Board members how many are on Facebook.  Tony asked Jeanne if she could ask for a show of hands of the members in the general meeting today who have Facebook capabilities.
· RETIRED BENEFITS COMMITTEE  - No Report  

· PACIFIC GROUP SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFITS – Mary Lou Bennett reported as of March 1, 2011 the policies issued  were 72 PPO Dental Plans, 153 HMO Dental Plans, 209 Vision Plans, 14 Legal Assistance, 12 ID Theft Shield and 25 Travel Policies.  Mary Lou stated she has not received any information on Pet Insurance and Hear PO.  Mary Lou announced PGA has another benefit which might be of interest to our members called a “Perkscard”.  This program is a discount card for many businesses.  Mary Lou gave the board members a flyer with information about the Perkscard for them to look into and let Mary Lou know what they think.  PGA is also looking into providing Travel Guard Insurance.
· UPDATE ON SIDLES DUNCAN & ASSOCIATES – No Report
NEW BUSINESS:  None

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Sally Ruiz stated Phil Franey had done a great job on his article to The Bakersfield California and Teresa Vasquez reported she had heard the same response from several people.
MOTION by Teresa Vasquez to adjourn the meeting at 11:04 a.m., seconded by Josie De La Torre and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
