RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

May 13, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.
ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Carpenter, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Brenda Preston, Tony Rizos and Earlene Smith

OTHERS PRESENT:  Dr. Dan Grabski, Opal Hargis, Josiah Vencel and Elinor Wells

MINUTES – MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the minutes as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – David Merritt, delegate was not in attendance.  Ginger Mello, alternate delegate, reported during the Legislative portion of the conference there were 3 bills emphasized.  Tom Branan requested CRCEA support of AB 1844 and SB 1123 which originated from the PEBC Commission.  Tom Branan will be pushing these bills through the Legislation. Ginger received an e-mail from David Merritt stating the CRCEA delegates have voted unanimously to support AB 1844 and SB 1123.  The third bill is the CRCEA bill, AB 2526.  This bill would give the alternate member the same rights and responsibilities as a member and to fill vacancies and hold elections as soon as possible.  Ginger reported this bill was passed out of the Assembly Public Employee Retirement and Social Security Committee with no dissenting votes.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of April there were 37 volunteers who worked 111 hours and assisted 1,233 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through April 2008 the volunteers assisted 260,253 visitors.  

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that we would have Mike Wilbur, Wells Fargo and Larry Cox, Young Wooldridge speaking on Reverse Mortgage.  Earlene stated she has been unable to contact a representative from Brown and Armstrong, but she believes Norman Briggs may have.  

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett announced that we have had a huge problem with Hall Letter Shop and the Post Office.  Mary Lou sent the TREND to Norman Briggs to put on the website and, also to Hall Letter Shop to print.  Hall Letter Shop opened it on Monday, April 21st.  On April 22nd Mary Lou proof read the TREND and signed it.  The TREND was sent to the Post Office finally on Friday, May 2nd.  Mary Lou called the Post Office on Tuesday, May 6th and the Post Office was too busy to look for it.  She called again on Wednesday, May 7th and was told it had been released on May 2nd to be mailed and it was not in bulk mail.  On Thursday, May 8th Mary Lou again called the Post Office and told them something had to be done because 3000+ newsletters were lost.  Mary Lou finally received her TREND on Friday, May 9th.  President Jeanne Berkshire spoke to the owners of Hall Letter Shop and tried to enforce the fact that the TREND needs to be sent out on a timely basis.  Mary Lou also stated that 7 TREND’s were returned to us with a notice dated May 8th stating, “RETURN TO SENDER, REASON UNKNOWN”.  Brenda Preston stated there are at least 147 signed up for the luncheon today even without the TREND being mailed finally.    At this time, President Jeanne Berkshire announced that Doris Smith has resigned as ticket salesperson and Brenda Preston has volunteered to replace Doris with Mary Thorp as her assistant.  Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett inquired of the Board if we should give Doris any money for this month.  Doris did a little of the work for the month.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to give Doris $25.00, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel announced that 1000 members were randomly selected to receive a Retiree Satisfaction Survey.  The Survey will also be available on the website on Monday, May19, 2008.  The survey is very easy to do and will only take a few minutes to complete.

MEMBERSHIP – Secretary Ginger Mello and President Jeanne Berkshire are the chairs for Kern County as far as CRCEA membership information.  Mary Lou reported new members for the month of May was 70% of the new retirees.  Ginger stated that of the 20 counties in CRCEA 10 of them have memberships totaling less than 50% of their retirees.  

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of April 2008.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  Mary Lou reported that one of the items in the Auditors Report was to decrease the cash in our checking account.   After discussing this topic, MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to invest in a CD in the amount of $20,000 taken from the Special Account and all interest would go into the Special Account.  Also invest in an additional CD in the amount of $15,000 taking $10,000 from the Money Market and $5,000 from the checking account and the interest would go into the Money Market, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 6 County Newsletters, 2 Bank Statements, 1 Public Retirement Journal, 1 Fortress Statement, 2 USPS receipts, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center newsletter, 2 Hoffman Hospice invitations  addressed 2 different ways, 1 Geico Ad, 1 Hartford notice on Terrorism Risk Insurance, 1 Thank you card from the family of Jack Chambers and 7 returned TREND’s mentioned above in the Newsletter section.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK)

Secretary Ginger Mello announced the next meeting will be held on Friday, May 30th at Rosa’s at 12 noon.  This meeting will be hosted by the Prosecutors Union and the Sheriff Command Association.

WEB PAGE – Tony Rizos stated that Norman Briggs has been too busy to show Tony exactly what he will have to do to take over the Website.  Tony is willing to do it with Norm as a backup.

PAC UPDATE – No Report

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION - CONFERENCE REPORT – Secretary Ginger Mello thanked all members of the conference committee.  Ginger also read a card from Betty McCollum, CRCEA Conference Chairman and a letter from Opal and Roger Hargis.  The conference was a total success and Ginger never heard a negative word about the conference itself.  The hotel had a problem with air conditioning over which Ginger had NO control.  Ginger reported she sent the timeline that was used by our committee to Ron Janes, Ventura County and Ron Bruns, Santa Barbara County.  Ventura hosts the Spring 2009 conference and Santa Barbara will host the Spring 2010 conferences.  Ginger stated that she is very proud of what ALL of the committee did, stating it wasn’t just herself or the three of us – it was everybody on the committee, but she does feel sorry for Contra Costa County because they have to follow us.  
NEW BUSINESS:

RAFFLE TICKET DRUM – President Jeanne Berkshire stated the Raffle Ticket Drum  we purchased for the conference banquet was not made well.  Bill Barnhart sent it back and we purchased one made in the USA.  It is here today to use.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS: President, Jeanne Berkshire announced the luncheon given by General Services for the members who work the information desk was very nice.  She stated the Board of Supervisors could not be in attendance, but Don Maben and Mike Maggard told her personally they appreciate the work that the Host/Hostess Program does.  

Georgia Morgan was asking the difference between Attendance Prize and Door Prize.  It was decided that from now on the Door Prize will be on the General Meeting Agenda as Raffle Prize.

MOTION by Georgia Morgan to adjourn the meeting at 11:13 a.m., seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,        

Ginger Mello, Secretary
