RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

March 8, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 12:12 p.m. by Past President Jeanne Berkshire in the absence of President Phil Franey.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There were 2 new members in attendance at the meeting today.  Steve West, Kern Federal Credit Union, announced Jim Hussey had resigned from Kern Federal and Annette Garza, who has 20 years financial services experience will be taking his place.  Steve reported beginning on March 1, 2011 Home Equity Loans will be available for as low as 5.75% with no closing fees.  On March 16th at 5:30 p.m. there will be a workshop on “FICO Score” and Credit Reports to be held at the credit union office on Truxtun Avenue.  There were 175 in attendance today.  1st Vice President Nancy Warnick introduced John Kendall, a former caregiver who gave some personal thoughts on his life with his wife when she got Alzheimer’s disease and then Patty Flores from Alzheimer’s Disease Association of Kern County spoke on what their organization can do to help families facing this disease.  

TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for February 2011 and the total REOKC membership as of February 28, 2011 was 4,453.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of February there were 30 volunteers who worked 90 hours and assisted 955 visitors to the County Administrative Center.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through February 2011 is 291,438.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett announced The TREND had been mailed out close to the first of the month and if you did not receive it, please contact her after the meeting.

CRCEA – Ginger Mello, delegate, reported she has received a CRCEA Communications Newsletter which refers to all the negative publicity retirees are receiving in the press.  One area of interest is in The County Employees Retirement Law of 1937. There is a Section stating “public obligation to county and district employees” and that “retirement compensation and death benefit(s) (are) additional elements of compensation for future services.”  Ginger stated CRCEA is now, more than ever before, taking an active role in supporting the 20 counties in the problems they are facing.  Ginger reported on the Seminar she and Jeanne Berkshire had attended in February.  She stated the Seminar was worthwhile and the last topic of the day was excellent.  This topic was LIABILITIES OF ACTIVE BENEFITS AND OTHER POST EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS.  Mr. Tom Morrison, Senior Vice President and Health and Retirement Plan Consultant with The Segal Company spoke on the ObamaCare Bill.  The one big item here is the fact by 2017 the early retirees will have to be in a separate pool from the active employees for Health Benefits.

EYE GLASS – Nettie Collins reported she has collected 6 pair of eyeglasses and 3 eyeglass cases since the February meeting which will be donated to the Lions Club.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported she sent out 1 Sympathy Card.  

OLD BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS – Past President Jeanne Berkshire asked those in attendance to please acknowledge by raising their hand if they have Facebook capabilities at home on their computers.  It appeared about one quarter of them did.  Jeanne explained that Tony Rizos, who is working with Norman Briggs on our Web Site, was trying to ascertain if it would be worthwhile for REOKC to have a link to Facebook.

The attendance prize was won by Leonard Laster.  A Sport Bag, 1 Piggy Bank and 1 Coffee Mug were donated by Kern Federal Credit Union for the drawing.  Also for the raffle there were 41 cups of $10.00 each.  After distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 24th day of March 2011.

Ginger Mello, Secretary 

